
 
 
DATE:  March 7, 2006 
 
TO:  Dr. Charles A. Eddy, Chair, Finance and Audit Committee 
 
FROM:  Mark Funkhouser, City Auditor 
 
SUBJECT: Response to Budget Director’s Comments on Memorandum to Restore City 

Auditor’s Office Budget for Fiscal Year 2007 
 
 
On March 2nd, Councilman Jim Glover asked Troy Schulte, Budget Director, to respond to my March 
1st memorandum to you requesting that the City Auditor’s Office budget for 2007 be restored to my 
original request.  I would like to make a few comments on Mr. Schulte’s response, which is attached.   

 
Mr. Schulte states that the City Auditor’s Office budget is “restrained as is every other support 
budget as budget staff focused available resources on funding needs in the core service delivery 
areas.”  However, the City Auditor’s Office is not support staff to the City Manager or the 
departments he oversees.  We are support to the City Council – providing the Council with 
independent, objective, and useful information regarding the work of city government so the Council 
may better exercise the power vested in it to improve the quality of life of citizens of Kansas City.   
 
Unlike other departments, our main function is to identify ways to make the activities of the city 
more efficient and effective, which can translate into reduced costs and increased revenues.  In fiscal 
year 2005, my office identified $4.3 million in potential economic impact – more than three times the 
amount of our expenses for that year.  Our main resource to accomplish our work is staff; over 90 
percent of our expenses are for salaries and benefits.   
 
The salary savings identified in the 2007 submitted budget, effectively eliminates two auditor 
positions.  When our staff is cut – either through the elimination of positions or salary savings – our 
efforts to serve the City Council and the citizens of Kansas City are hampered. 
 
Mr. Schulte closes by stating that “at this point, changes to any departmental budget can be made by 
the City Council only.”  I agree and continue to request that the City Council restore the $80,000 cut 
from my budget request. 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Mayor Kay Barnes 

Members of the City Council  
Wayne Cauthen, City Manager 
LaTrisha Underhill, Assistant to the City Manager 
Troy Schulte, Budget Director 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 


