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Production Programming Successes 
Soil Analysis 
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Generations of Missouri farmers, landowners and gardeners may picture extension in terms of productive plant growth and land management.  The United States Department of Agriculture, in cooperation with the United Nations has declared 2015 the Year of International Soils-healthy soils for food security, ecosystem functions and resilient farms and ranches.And, with that in mind, the University of Missouri Extension’s soil analysis program is a long-time success throughout the state-analyizing more than 35,000 soil samples a year for field crops, lawn and garden and commercial fruit and vegetable production.  In FY 2014 the three KC metro counties submitted 502 soil samples for analysis without any major advertising.  In FY 2015, with advertising, Clay County has already submitted nearly 2/3 of the number of samples we traditionally average. 



Production Programming Successes 
Master Gardener Program 

 

Photo Courtesy: DST Systems 

Photo Courtesy: Master Gardeners of Greater Kansas City 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IN FY 2014, Kansas City and neighboring metro communities received 19,500 hours of community service in horticultural pursuits, valued at roughly $413K worth of services.  Presently, there are 301 Master Gardeners active graduates and interns in the Greater Kansas City Master Gardener program extend the horticulture education transfer of the University of Missouri Extension far beyond our faculty’s abilities and reach.  The Master Gardeners of Greater Kansas City, in addition to partnering with community organizations to offer horticulture education outreach, gardener gatherings and seminars, the Master Gardeners maintain a number of demonstration gardens throughout Kansas City including Demonstration Garden at 18BroadwayDemonstration Garden at Blue Springs Community GardenDemonstration Garden at Pendleton Heights Community GardenDemonstration Garden at Platte County Community GardensDemonstration Vegetable Garden at Kansas City Community GardensHarvesters Demonstration GardenIvanhoe Demonstration GardenSwope Park Community Center Demonstration GardenMaster Gardeners and Extension Faculty and Staff work side by side neighborhood participants to spread horticulture knowledge and fresh vegetables are far as possible, using best practices in low-cost food production and truly assisting communities in self-sustainability.    



Food/Ag Literacy Successes  
Consumer Outreach Programs 
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Consumer outreach is a huge component of Extension’s success in our urban and suburban communities.  Extension’s largest efforts in Kansas City are our Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program educators or SNAP Ed.  Building on the success of this federally funded project, our nutrition and community programs include a Healthy Cornerstore curriculum called Stock Healthy, Shop Healthy and our Farmers Market Nutrition Volunteer Program.  Stock Healthy, Shop Healthy, a partnership between Extension and the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, is a comprehensive, community-based program that allows communities to improve access to healthy, affordable foods by working with a small food retailer.  While the goal of a community might be to source locally grown, fresh vegetables as their local convenience store, the toolkit guides folks through understanding retailer needs and consumer wants and offers approaches to addressing community food access in small retail stores. The Farmers Market Nutrition Volunteer Program has expanded Extension’s reach in providing nutrition education and fruit and vegetable tastings on-site at farmers markets. It’s a joint project with K-State Research and Extension in Wyandotte County and has reached an estimated 16,000+ farmers market clients at area markets accepting SNAP funds, excluding City Market, which the SNAP Ed’s federally funded Extension staff work at. 



Food/Ag Literacy Successes 
Eating from the Garden & 4-H 
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In a school settings Extension success stories are rooted in both the historical foundation of Extension which is 4-H as well as USDA’s newer allowances in agriculture education being a component of nutrition education.  The Jackson County 4-H program has a thriving 4-H club program that includes livestock and horsemanship as well as STEM programs that include agriculture education components.  The Eating from the Garden curriculum, that Extension faculty and staff here in Kansas City developed and piloted in partnership with numerous school districts and community partners, reached over 1,000 upper elementary students in 2014-15.  With help form community partners and volunteers, over 40 Eating from the Garden garden sites can be found throughout our metro.  While the partnerships are successful, the curriculum itself is a bit of a success in that it was one of the first nutrition curriculums that incorporated agricultural and gardening components and nutrition education.  Participants in the program receive chef demonstrations and resources for lunchroom tastings of schoolyard-grown garden produce. 
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Farm to School Programs 
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Extension has found success in its partnership with state agencies in bridging the divide in farm to school distribution and professional services education.  Every district in the Kansas City metro area has and continue to receive technical services updates from the University of MO Extension’s Farm to Institution coordinator regarding distribution and sourcing of MO-grown products.  While a number of districts and private schools in our community source Missouri-grown products, at least one school, if not more, have developed working relationships with individual farmers from around the state to source summer-peak products and uses existing infrastructure to store or process fresh products for school-year usage.  Think thousands of pounds of blackberries, frozen and used throughout the school year in a large suburban school district.  Extension is often a presenter of farm to school technical services during MO DESE’s annual school food service providers conferences around the state. 
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