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KCPD history on display

Rare mementoes About a year

of Kansas City Po- ago, Special Col-
lice history literally lections Librarian
were slipping : Lucinda Adams
through the fingers s assisted Sergeant
of those who tried Sanders on many
to care for them. occasions as he
“Scrapbooks researched the His-
were falling apart torical Society’s
that needed to be history book in the
preserved, or they Library’s Missouri
would be lost to Valley Special Col-
decay,” said Ser- lections.
geant Tony Sand- | “He mentioned
ers, president of the they had all these

Kansas City Police
Historical Society.
“Every time we
would turn a page,
it would crumble in
our hands.”

But thanks to the Kansas City
Public Library, these one-of-a-kind

photos, scrapbooks

and documents,
and they didn’t know
how to preserve
them. I joked, ‘You
could give them to us.””

Sergeant Tony Sanders, president of the Kansas City Police
Historical Society, showed photos featured in the new KCPD
history exhibit at the KC Central Library, 14 W. 10th St.

material and inspiration behind the
Library’s new exhibit, “Kansas The Historical Society agreed to
City’s Finest,” which opened Nov. do just that. Adams said the Library
artifacts not only will be preserved, 28 and runs through June 30, 2013, has the resources to preserve deli-
but they’ll be made accessible to at the Central Library at 14 W. 10™

everyone. They were the source St. Continued on p. 3

Officer delivers baby outside Wal-Mart

i Officer Matt Phelps,
\ a 7-year KCPD vet-
eran, encountered her
leaning against the wall
just outside the grocery
entrance. She said she
didn’t want to move, so
he dragged a bench
outside for her to lie
on. A crowd started to
gather, and a Salvation
Army bell ringer held
up a blanket to give
Clark some privacy.
Officer Phelps ordered
the store’s grocery-side
entrance door closed
and said he tried to
make Clark as comfort-
able as possible.

“He just came out of nowhere,” Clark said. “I was

While working an off
-duty security job at a
local Wal-Mart, a Kan-
sas City Police officer
unexpectedly delivered
a baby at about 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 1.

Marsheanna Clark,
20, was 39 weeks preg-
nant and standing in the
check-out line to pur-
chase groceries at the
Wal-Mart store at 4200
Blue Ridge Blvd. She
had been to the doctor y ~
the day before, and they J X B
said she wasn’t due to
go into labor any time
soon. Her due date was
Dec. 6. But her water
broke as she stood in line, so she went outside to get
some fresh air and wait for her mother to pick her up.

Officer Matt Phelps reuhited with Marsheanna Clark
five days after delivering her baby Marshayla outside
the Blue Ridge Wal-Mart on Dec. 1.

Continued on p. 2




News in Brief

1st officers win City’s Pacesetter Award

Officers Chad Safranek and Adam Hill of the Shoal
Creek Patrol Division were the first KCPD recipients
of Kansas City’s Rich Noll Pacesetter Award. The
Pacesetter is named for the late Assistant City Man-
ager Rich Noll and is awarded to City employees who
have shown extraordinary service to the residents
and businesses of Kansas City. Officers Safranek and
Hill orchestrated a multi-agency operation that shut
down a Northland hotel that was unsanitary and had
become a long-standing hotbed of drugs and crime.
They also brought in multiple social service agencies
to assist the residents living there. Mayor Sly James
presented the award to them Nov. 20.

Records donates to breast cancer research

The Records Unit raised $802 through a bake sale
and other efforts for the Susan G. Komen Foundation
for breast cancer research. They presented the check
to Komen representatives Nov. 14.

—— WAL-MART BABY, CONT. FROM P. 1

Baby Marshayla Clark

really glad he was there. He kept me calm.”

By that time, Clark’s mother had gotten there, and Officer
Phelps asked her to check on Clark’s progress. When she
did, Officer Phelps saw the baby’s head already was about
two inches out.

“I said, ‘I hope you’re ready to have a Wal-Mart baby,
Phelps said.

A crew of firefighters arrived, but they had no experience
in delivering babies, either. And it’s not something officers
learn at the Kansas City Police Academy. Officer Phelps, a
father of four himself, had seen their deliveries, but there
always were doctors and nurses on hand.

“I thought, ‘Crap, this is all on me now,’” he said.

Clark successfully delivered the 6-pound, 7-ounce baby
girl, with Officer Phelps guiding the baby out and holding
it. The firefighters wrapped the baby in the thin blankets
they had and tried to warm her and get her crying. When
she did, everyone was relieved. The ambulance arrived
about five minutes later and took mother and baby to the
hospital.

Five days after the dramatic birth, Clark, her daughter
Marshayla and Officer Phelps reunited at the Wal-Mart
where the incident took place. All were doing very well.
Clark said she never expected to have a baby at Wal-Mart
delivered by a police officer.

“When it wants to come, it’s just going to come,” she
said. “... You can’t do nothing but go with the flow and
push. I’'m still in shock.”

The baby came very quickly. Officer Phelps first con-
tacted Clark at 6:56 p.m. The baby was born at 7:05 p.m.
Marshayla is Clark’s second child.

Officer Phelps said he’s just glad he was in the right place
at the right time. He said his main priorities were to keep
Clark and her baby safe and comfortable. He has worked as
off-duty security at that Wal-Mart for five years and says he
mostly just handles shoplifting cases there. At KCPD, he is
assigned to the Metro Patrol Division evening shift.

At their reunion, Officer Phelps brought his family to
meet Clark and her daughter, and they agreed they’ll have a
long-time bond.

299
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Officially
Speaking...

Retirements
Supervisor Jimmie Carter
Sergeant Loretta Morton

Awards

Certificate of Commendation

Retired Sergeant Terence Finn

Sergeant Eric Stucker and
Officer Johnathon Dawdy

Officers Josh Meierer and
Nathan Magers

Meritorious Service Award
Officer James Knight

25-Year Rings
Officer Marlon Buie
Detective Jeanelle Cesena
Officer Timothy Griddine
Sergeant Harold Headrick
Master Detective James
Herrington
Officer Jeffrey Lagud
Captain David Lindaman
Detective Kent Morton
Officer Mark Porter
Captain Kevin O’Sullivan
Captain Richard Smith
Officer Daniel Taylor
Sergeant Lawrence White

Obituaries

Retired Officer Robert Adams

Retired Detective Gary
Buchanan

Retired Officer Robert Keith
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HISTORY, CONT. FROM P. 1

cate historical photos and documents and make them available to the public. When
she saw all the material, she knew a public display would be in order.

“The collection was just so amazing with photographs, it really lent itself to an
exhibit,” she said. “Also, the police department and crime in general are a hot topic
people are interested in.”

Adams said she wanted to focus on the positive history of the department, so
there’s no 1930s Pendergast-era corruption in the exhibit (there are plenty of mate-
rials on that topic in Special Collections, however, available for public research).
It’s broken into themes like community involvement, technology and diversity.

Adams said she was fascinated by Sergeant
Joe Adelman, who as Happy the Safety
Clown, became the model for Officer . .
Friendly programs at police departments na- and c_”m e in general are
tionwide. Through her research, she also a topic people are
found that the first Kansas City Missouri chief §JlI=E1 (1o N1 Ml
of police, Thomas Speers, helped pioneer the
use of the Bertillon Measurement system to
identify criminals. He also was one of the first
to push for having photographs of known
criminals on file. You can see several of these
original photos at the exhibit in the Special

“The police department

Lucinda Adams
Special Collections

Librarian

Collections room.

To coincide with the exhibit, the Library and Historical Society are collaborating
on a presentation featuring a panel of as many living KCPD chiefs of police as pos-
sible. The date is tentatively set for March 26, 2013.

And even after the exhibit is taken down, abundant resources still will be avail-
able, even if you can never come to Kansas City. Adams said the Library is digitiz-
ing scrapbook pages and photos to put online, and the originals will be added per-
manently to the Missouri Valley Special Collections.

That’s just what the Historical Society was hoping for.

“We wanted to make it accessible to all of Kansas City,” Sergeant Sanders said.
“People call us almost weekly about family members who were on the department
or with other historical questions.”

1N T

Entrant Officer Class 146 graduated from the Police Academy on
Dec. 13. They took the oath of office at 12:12:12 p.m. on 12/12/12.
Valedictorian was Joseph Dunwoodie, and Nathan Harrison received
the Fletcher Director’'s Award.

December 2012



Cops grow mustaches for good cause

Police Officers may be accused of having the stereotypical “cop members, me included, brew our own beer. We thought our pro-
mustache” or the “flavor saver”, but one group of KCPD officers  fession of law enforcement, in which the majority are male, would
grew mustaches for a good cause. be perfect for recruitment of others to help spread the word for the

During November each year, “Movember” has become respon-  cause by growing the mustache.”
sible for mustaches popping ; 5, v
up on men’s faces every-
where. Movember is a
world-wide movement that
encourages men to grow
mustaches to raise money
and awareness for men’s
health, focusing on prostate
cancer. i

Master Patrol Officer
Michael McKenna and Ser-
geant Paul Luster decided
to join the Movember
movement by putting to-
gether a team of KCPD
officers along with a few
friends. They called them-
selves the “MO BREW month,” Sgt. Luster said,
BROS.” 1 = “which helped us raise

Working off- duty one Several KCPD officers sported the stereotypical cop mustache for $50() while enduring their

night, McKenna and Luster Movember,” an annual event that uses mustaches to raise money for fair share of grief.”
men’s cancer research and awareness.

The team consisted of:
M.P.O. Michael
McKenna, Sgt. Paul Lus-
ter, Master Detective Mi-
chael Luster, P.O. Jordan
Nelson, P.O Bryan
Masterson, P.O. Aaron
McKie and a handful of
other non-department
friends.

The “MO BREW
BROS” want to give the
employees of the Re-
gional Crime Lab praise.

“They painfully
watched the mustaches
grow over the past

decided to come up with a “Next year we hope the
team to participate in Movember. team will grow as well as the donations, “McKenna said.
“Cancer has affected so many of our friends and family mem-
bers that we work with,” McKenna said. “We named our team the
‘MO BREW BROS’ because in our spare time some of the team

The team members enjoyed their facial hair experiment.
“We have had a lot of fun for a worthwhile cause,” Sgt. Luster
added.

Kansas City Missouri Police Department
1125 Locust
Kansas City, MO 64106
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