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Detectle helps OCVC reach out

Who better to P

explain what
police do than a
police officer?

That was the
thinking of Pearl
Fain, director of
the Office of
Community Com- |
plaints (OCC),
when she re-
quested a police
officer be as-
signed to the OCC
as outreach coor-
dinator. She said 5
that in addition to Detective Alexis Bush-Bailey, right, spoke with residents at a
handling com- community meeting as part of her role as outreach coordinator
plaints from the  with the Office of Community Complaints.
public, OCC also
is charged with education.

“One mission of this Office is to build a bridge
between the community and the police department,”
she said. “... Part of doing that is through education.
If people understand policing and the role that they

with the police department,”

play in policing,
then we begin to
see a reduction in
complaints.”

That’s why
OCC made me-
diation and con-
ciliation an option
as alternatives to
the formal com-
plaint process,
and it’s why they
brought on Detec-
tive Alexis Bush-
Bailey as their
outreach coordi-
nator at the end of
2011.

“When an indi-
vidual has a com-

plaint, it’s OK for them to talk to us civilians, but the
bottom line is they want some kind of direct contact
Fain said.

Detective Bush-Bailey is there for that reason.

Continued on p. 2

Intern finds, thanks officer who saved him

As soon as 19-
year-old DaNearle
Clarke began his in-
ternship in KCPD’s
Community Support
Division in June, he
knew he wanted to
track down the officer
who he credits with
saving his life on
June 4, 2011.

Clarke asked his
supervisor, Sergeant
Bernadette Bond, to
help him dig through
police reports to find
the man who restored
his breathing and
called for an ambu-
lance that day.
Clarke, then 18 years
old, took a curve too fast on 63™ Street just east of
Hardesty. He lost control of his Chevy Monte Carlo,

When he came to intern at KCPD, DaNearle Clarke, left,
tracked down Officer Sebastien Hanriot, whom Clarke cred-
ited with saving his life after a car crash a year ago.

and it flipped three
times, ejecting him.
Officer Sebastien
Hanriot happened
to be behind Clarke
when the accident
happened. He was
on his way to check
the welfare of
someone but disre-
garded that call as
soon as he saw the
crash. The police
report states Officer
Hanriot ran to
Clarke, who was
lying on the side of
the street uncon-
scious.

“He wasn’t
breathing, so I gave

him a sternum rub, and he came around again,” Offi-

Continued on p. 2



She meets with members of the public who come to the office
and want a police perspective. She frequently goes to commu-
nity meetings to explain why police do what they do. OCC ana-
lysts also consult her when they have questions about police
work.

“Before, they didn’t have anyone they could call to ask
quickly,” Bush-Bailey said.

Bush-Bailey came to OCC after four
years as a detective in Internal Affairs, so
she knows very well how the complaint
process works and how they’re investi-
gated.

But most of her work is proactive,
teaching others how to interact with police
so possible complaints can be avoided.

One simple tip she gives people is to stay

in their vehicle with their hands on the
wheel during a car stop instead of getting
out of their car and walking up to the officer.

She also will be training recruits at the Police Academy
about the complaint process and how they can reduce their
chances for being the subject of a complaint.

In her nine months as OCC outreach coordinator, Bush-
Bailey has spoken to community groups, area criminal justice
students, offenders coming out of prison in the Second Chances

“When an individual has a
complaint, it’s OK for them to talk
to us, but the bottom line is they
want some kind of direct contact
with the police department.”

Office of Community Complaints

OCC, CONT. FROM P. 1

program, churches and more. She’s also working on material for
elementary and middle school students to educate them early
about not only police work, but also gangs and bullying.

Before Bush-Bailey was assigned to OCC, Assistant Direc-
tor Merrell Bennekin was in charge of outreach duties, on top of
analyzing cases. Fain said it was too much for one person, and
she’s glad the Chief and Board of Police
Commissioners supported her idea of as-
signing an officer to the spot.

Fain said she hasn’t received any criticism
for having an officer in a unit that is his-
torically and intentionally separate from
the police department.

“She doesn’t do any of our work when
it comes to investigations,” Fain said.
“She doesn’t analyze the cases. ... We
have a separate duty that is independent
and distinct from police work, but educa-
tion is all of our duty.”

Bush-Bailey said her work at OCC isn’t all that different
from when she was a Community Action Network (CAN) Offi-
cer.

“We talk with citizens about problem areas, and we try to
educate them about why we do what we do when officers show
up for a call,” she said.

Pearl Fain
Director,

cer Hanriot said.

Clarke said he
doesn’t remember
much, mostly just
Hanriot telling him to
lie still.

“I could have lost
my life that day, but he
just happened to be
there,” Clarke said.

Clarke spent a
week in the hospital
recovering from a bro-
ken arm, broken shoul-
der blade and numer-
ous cuts and scrapes.
After the accident,
Hanriot went to the
hospital and visited
with Clarke’s father,
Pat Clarke for some
time.

“I have kids, so I
think it’s very impor-
tant to spend time with the parents and tell them what’s going
on,” Hanriot said.

But after the crash happened, Hanriot never knew what be-
came of Clarke. That was until Clarke joined the KCPD as an
intern this summer and tracked him down. Sergeant Bond ar-
ranged for a surprise meeting between Clarke and Hanriot at the

DaNearle Clarke, center, brought several members of his family to thank
Officer Sebastien Hanriot at the Metro Patrol Division on July 19.
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Metro Patrol Division,
where Hanriot is assigned.
Clarke’s family and televi-
Sion News crews were on
hand to capture the special
moment.

Clarke thanked Hanriot
profusely for saving his
life that day. His family
thanked the officer, too.

“He saved my son’s
life,” Pat Clarke said. “...
We could have been cele-
brating his life a year later,
but instead we’re celebrat-
ing him being here. I ap-
preciate the effect (Officer
Hanriot) has had on my
son’s life.”

Clarke said he wants to
go to college and pursue a
career in criminal justice,
possibly as a police officer
or FBI agent. He said his
experience with Officer Hanriot is part of the reason he has cho-
sen that path.

Hanriot said his training just kicked in that day, and he is
happy to hear that Clarke is doing well now. And hearing, “Thank
you” was a special bonus.

“It’s very refreshing,” he said. “It’s refreshing, but it’s rare.”
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CAN officers featured in documentary

Under the leadership of Officers Matthew Tomasic, Octavio
“Chato” Villalobos and Lynda Callon, director of the Westside
Community Action Network Center, a Kansas City neighborhood
has come back to life. Their work in developing the CAN Day La-
bor Center has reduced crime, spawned economic development,
fostered better neighborhood relations with the Department, re-
stored a dilapidated building,
reduced traffic hazards and im-
proved residents’ quality of life
overall.

The hard work of Officers
Tomasic and Villalobos has not
gone unnoticed. They, as well as
the Westside CAN Center, were
featured in the public television
documentary, “Homeland: Im-
migration to America.” in late
July 2012. One hundred people
showed up for the release at
Crown Center before it aired
nationally.

After watching the docu-
mentary, Officer Villalobos said
he understands that it is an elec-
tion year and it is a controver-
sial topic right now, but he
thinks the portrayal of them was mostly positive.

“They did a good job,” he said.

Officers Tomasic and Villalobos don’t promote undocumented
immigration, but they understood more and more immigrants were
coming, and they had to do something about it.

“We were dealing with a broken process,” Villalobos said.
“Deporting, giving tickets and arresting weren’t successful.”

With the understanding that something needed to change, Offi-
cers Tomasic and Villalobos started by “thinking outside the box.”
So they began doing non-traditional police work such as outreach,
getting to know the immigrants, forming relationships and gaining

L7

Center’s advisory board.

Mclnerney said he likes serving on the BOPC and takes pride in what they’ve done.
“I’m proud of the way this board has dealt with difficult and important issues,” he said. “I’'m
really proud of the chief we hired. I don’t know that we’re going to do anything more important

than that.”
Mclnerney said the Board has goals for the future, as well.

“Going forward, it’s really important police officers in this city are treated fairly and consis-
tently with other public safety employees,” he said. “And making sure the force is strong and

representative of our community.”

On the public television documentary, “Homeland: Immigration
to America,” Officers Chato Villalobos and Matt Tomasic dis-
cussed the immigrant-rich Westside neighborhood they serve.

MCINERNEY, CONT. FROM P. 4

do as much work there as possible. None of the cases he works with are involved with any
KCPD investigations, and he said he wanted to make that very clear during his confirmation
hearings when Gov. Jay Nixon appointed him to the police board in 2009.

Outside of his law practice and serving on the BOPC, Mclnerney spends most of his time
with his family and taking his children to and fro. He and Michelle have three children: 14-year-
old Allie, 11-year-old Jack and 9-year-old Maggie. Mclnerney coaches Jack’s baseball team,
and, “They just wrapped up a very successful season.” He also serves on the Child Protection

the community’s trust.

After watching the documentary and asking what the Westside
residents thought, Villalobos said that some of them understand
that they have their families to feed, so they are willing to take a
chance because they don’t really have a choice. Many were proud
of the officers, who they call “Matt and Chato.”

“They feel like we are their
guys, their people,” Villalobos
said.

Since this outreach started,
men have flocked to the center
and reported those who were
violating its policies. Sales
have increased in the area, up
to 20 percent at one business,
and loss from theft and van-
dalism shrank as much as 15
percent. Calls to report crime
have gone down by 40 per-
cent, and residents now trust
police enough to leave their
contact information.

“The future of the Westside
CAN center is always up in the
air,” Villalobos says, because
it has no stable source of fund-
ing. The police department pays the officers’ salaries, but the CAN
Center itself is a non-profit that always is in need of donations.

Villalobos says their primary goal is to work with the commu-
nity and to address criminal issues, but what he is most proud of is
the relationships with the other officers and specialized units that
work the area, as well.

“They understand what we are doing and they are able to help
us address those issues,” Villalobos said.

To learn more or watch the full documentary featuring Offi-
cers Tomasic and Villalobos, go to http://explorehomeland.org.
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Getting to know our Commissioners...
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Pat McInerney, who just wrapped up a two-year term as presi-
dent of the Board of Police Commissioners and now serves as
member, is no stranger to public life. From serving in U.S. Senator
Ted Kennedy’s office to prosecuting government corruption to his
own run for office, McInerney has spent most of his life in public
service.

Born and raised in the Waldo neighborhood of Kansas City,
Mclnerney graduated from Rockhurst High School. He attended
the University of Missouri until he met someone who worked in
Sen. Kennedy’s office.

“I talked my way into an internship,” Mclnerney said. “It was
one of the best experiences I’ve ever had.”

It was 1985, and he said a lot was happening. Kennedy was
involved in high-profile issues like apartheid and was expected to
run for president in 1988 (he didn’t). After his six-month intern-
ship, McInerney stayed and worked for one of Kennedy’s political
action committees. He returned to college at the University of
Missouri-Kansas City and went on to graduate from law school
there. He worked in the Jackson County Prosecutor’s office until
he was offered a position as a field director in northwest Missouri
for the Bill Clinton presidential campaign in 1992. Mclnerney

- E"
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e
Member Pat Mclnerney

moved to St. Joseph and met his wife, Michelle, who was a re-
porter for the ABC affiliate there.

After the campaign, McInerney went on to work as legislative
director for U.S. Rep. Pat Danner in Washington, D.C. Michelle
moved near him in 1994, and the couple married and returned to
Kansas City, where McInerney was offered a job in the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office.

He worked on the Organized Crime Strike Force, investigat-
ing organized crime and public corruption. And during his tenure
in the office from 1994-1999, there was a lot of local public cor-
ruption.

“It was a tremendous time to be doing that kind of work,” he
said.

In 2000, MclInerney ran for Jackson County Prosecutor and
lost. He then went into private practice as a lawyer with Blackwell
Sanders, now known as Husch Blackwell.

“I spend a lot of time teaching people how to stay out of trou-
ble with the government and defending them when they get in
trouble,” he said.

Mclnerney said he enjoys being in the courtroom and tries to

Continued on p. 3
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