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Annex to relieve HQ crowding 
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KCPD to test many possible patrol cars 

When is Police 
Headquarters not 
really at Head-
quarters? When 
it’s the new 
Headquarters 
Annex at 901 
Charlotte Street. 

Several units 
will move into 
the Annex as 
early as late Feb-
ruary to create 
more room in 
Headquarters as 
part of upcoming 
renovation ef-
forts. 

“We’ve 
jammed way too many people in Headquarters over 
the years,” said Major Sharon Laningham, com-
mander of the Facilities Management and Construc-
tion Division. “To do the renovation right, we can’t 
put as many people back in.” 

The Human Resources Division and Fraud and For-
gery Section will move permanently to 901 Charlotte. 
The Fugitive Apprehension and Missing Persons sec-

tions will move there 
temporarily while 
Headquarters under-
goes renovation and 
then return to 1125 
Locust. 
     The facility also 
will provide space 
for the department’s 
chaplains. 
     “They’ve never 
had an office,” Ma-
jor Laningham said. 
“They counsel more 
people than I real-
ized. Now they have 

a place to meet and 
talk with people.” 
     An additional 10 

offices will be left open as “flex space.” Laningham 
said they could be used for task forces, new units or 
other needs. 

The nearly 29,000-square-foot building at 901 
Charlotte is the former headquarters of the J.E. Dunn 
construction company. The City acquired the building 
as part of the package to help convince J.E. Dunn to 

Kansas City Police aren’t go-
ing to buy just one type of car to 
replace the now-defunct Crown 
Victoria: they’re going to buy five. 

KCPD will purchase 6 to 12 
cars each of the following types of 
vehicles in the 2012-13 fiscal year: 
Dodge Charger Pursuits, Ford In-
terceptor Sedans, Ford Interceptor 
Sport Utility Vehicles, Police Pack-
age Chevrolet Tahoes and Police 
Package Chevrolet Caprices. The 

department already has at least one 
Charger, Tahoe and Caprice for 
testing. The new Ford products just 
went into production in January. 

“We need to find out what 
works best for our agency,” said 
Captain Don Sight, commander of 
the Fleet Operations Unit. 

When Ford stopped making 
their iconic police cruiser in 2011, 
law enforcement agencies across 
the country were left to make a 

decision about what to replace 
them with. Other automobile manu-
facturers saw this as an opportunity 
to jump into the police car market. 
Sight said it wouldn’t be prudent to 
pick just one type of car right now 
to replace KCPD’s fleet of 502 
patrol cars, most of which are 
Crown Victorias. 

“We’re going to need to know 

Continued on p. 2 
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The Human Resources Division and other units will soon be 
housed at the Headquarters Annex at 901 Charlotte Street. 

Police Package 
Chevy Tahoe 

Dodge Charger 
Pursuit 

Police Package 
Chevy Caprice 
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Cars, CONT. FROM P. 1 
how they’ll be at 100,000, 120,000 miles,” he said, noting that 
most KCPD cars get retired after hitting about 150,000 miles. 
“We fully expect all of these cars to function great on the highway 
… but we need to know how they’re going to hold up in the stop-
and-go traffic of the inner city and when they hit curbs and things 
like that.” 

Sight said the 
department also 
needs to learn how 
the cars do in a vari-
ety of weather con-
ditions. 

“We have all 
four seasons here,” 
he said. 

All vehicles 
being tested will 
have traction con-
trol, which Sight 
said will give them 
better winter per-
formance than 
Crown Victorias. The two Ford vehicles are all-wheel drive. The 
others are rear-wheel drive.  

Fleet Operations will carefully study the cost per mile of each 
type of vehicle, a figure that entails fuel usage, maintenance costs 
and more. They also plan to solicit a lot of input from the officers 
who will drive the cars. 

Fleet Supervisor Darrell Cooper said the new models could 
start getting deployed in late March, early April. Many will go to 
officers in the three urban patrol divisions to better test how they 

hold up to city driving. One of each also will go to the Drivers 
Training Section at the Academy. 

KCPD has driven the Crown Vic almost exclusively for the 
last 20 years. Captain Sight said citizens will have to adjust to 
seeing a new style of police car on the road, just as they did when 
the department switched from Dodge Diplomats/Plymouth Gran 

Furies to the 
Crown Victoria in 
the 1980s. But 
some things will 
remain the same. 
The cars will still 
be navy colored 
and will feature 
“Police KCMO” 
door graphics simi-
lar to current mod-
els, although Coo-
per said the graph-
ics are going to get 
some tweaking. 
     Fleet Supervisor 

Mark Crawford said there will undoubtedly be a learning curve 
for KCPD’s mechanics, most of whom have serviced primarily 
Crown Victorias for two decades and will have to learn five new 
types of vehicles. But he doesn’t expect the curve to be that steep 
because the technicians already work on a variety of specialty and 
leased vehicles. 

Captain Sight said it could be several years before KCPD 
decides on one type of vehicle. 

“Hopefully something will stand out,” he said. 

 News in Brief 

Ford Police Interceptor sedan and SUV 

Many Kansas City Police Department members participated in the Polar 
Plunge on Jan. 28 at Longview Lake to benefit Special Olympics Missouri. 
Danielle McKenzie, the daughter of Detective Patrick McKenzie of the  
Domestic Violence Section (both pictured above left), is a Special Olympics 
Athlete and carried the torch in the event’s opening ceremonies. KCPD’s 
“Team Danielle” raised funds for their dip in her honor. The water was 35  
degrees the day of the dip. See more pictures at facebook.com/kcpolice.  
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Awards 
Meritorious Service Award 
Supervisor Renee Gatewood  

BOPC, CONT. FROM P. 4 

build their new headquarters building 
downtown. Laningham said the department 
originally intended to lease space on the 
second floor of the Century Towers build-
ing at 635 Woodland but changed their 
minds after a meeting with City Manager 
Troy Schulte. 

“He said, ‘Why lease more space when 
we’ve got 901 Charlotte?’” she said. “And 
we just said, ‘Whoa!’” 

The building was constructed in 2000 
and is three stories tall with a large atrium 
in the middle. The department is spending 
about $3 million from the Public Safety 
Sales Tax fund for improvements to the 
building. These improvements make the 
Headquarters Annex meet the needs of the 
employees and include a new roof, reloca-
tion of walls, furniture, rolling file storage, 
paint, carpet, flooring, cameras, plumbing, 
signage and key-card access. The building 
already included a large, three-tier class-
room that can be used for potential em-
ployee group testing and for a variety of 
other purposes. 

Laningham said that although it will be 
much easier for the public to access than 

Headquarters, the Annex will still be se-
cure. She said it will make for a much 
friendlier environment for those interested 
in employment with the police department. 

Human Resources Specialist Treopie 
Drummer is a long-time employee of the 
Personnel Records Section, and she is ex-
cited about moving to the Headquarters 
Annex. 

“I think it’s awesome,” she said. “It’s 
going to be a new beginning. … It’s going 
to be great and spacious.” 

Because of limited parking there, em-
ployees who will work at the Headquarters 
Annex will still ride the shuttle from the 
police parking lot at 1525 Holmes. 

“The van will just make two stops, 
now,” Laningham said. 

The Headquarters Annex is part of the 
ongoing project to renovate Headquarters. 

“It’s going to be an uncomfortable two 
or three years for everyone at Headquar-
ters, occasionally,” Laningham said. 
“Hopefully everyone will be patient be-
cause the end result is going to be extraor-
dinary.” 

“I try to make sure I commit time to 
visit department members as much as 
possible,” she says. “It is very helpful in 
understanding the complex organiza-
tional structure of the department.” 

Lisa Pelofsky has a lot of things to 
be proud of, as she has been a part of 
numerous organizations and has helped 
them raise money. She has served on the 
Jackson County Domestic Violence 
Board for three years and on the Calvary 
Community Outreach Network (CONN), 
which is located in her neighborhood. 
CONN built a wellness center and pro-
vides outreach services to inform people 

on healthy lifestyles, HIV prevention 
and other services.  
     One of her company’s projects that 
she takes the most pride in was manag-
ing the capital campaign for the new 
Samuel U. Rodgers Health Center.  
     “For that particular campaign, our 
company was responsible for bringing 
in $15 million of the $26 million 
raised,” she said.  
     Since their inception in 2002, Pelof-
sky and Associates has helped non-
profits raise roughly $50 million. 

HQ Annex, CONT. FROM P. 1 

Retirements 
Master Patrol Officer Steven Campo 

25-Year Rings 
Sergeant Timothy Gaughan 
Deputy Chief Randall Hundley 
Detective James Morgan 
Sergeant Jay Pruetting 

Officially Speaking … 

A total of $26 million was raised for the new 
Samuel U. Rodgers Health Center, for which 
Lisa Pelofsky and her company campaigned. 

Workers installed office furniture at the  
Headquarters Annex in mid-January. Some 
units currently in Headquarters could move 
to the Annex as early as late February. 
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Getting to know our Commissioners... 

Getting To Know Our Commissioners 
You might ask yourself, “What exactly do the members of the 

Board of Police Commissioners do outside of the Police Depart-
ment?”  The Informant is going to take an inside look at their lives 
outside the PD, starting with Commissioner Lisa Pelofsky.  

Commissioner Lisa Pelofsky grew up in Kansas City, in the 
Waldo area.  

“I love Kansas City,” she said. “I grew up in a household 
where public service was an important priority.” 

 Her father served on the Kansas City City Council for eight 
years, and her mother served on numerous public boards, most 
recently as the Chair of the Metropolitan Ambulance Services 
Trust (MAST) board.   

She received her Bachelor of Science degree in political sci-
ence with a minor in public administration from American Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C. 

Pelofsky now owns a house in the Longfellow neighborhood 
in Kansas City and has an office downtown in the Garment Dis-
trict, where she works as the CEO of Pelofsky and Associates, Inc.   

“My mom, Brenda Pelofsky, started Pelofsky and Associates 

Inc. in 2002 and I joined her in 2004,” Pelofsky said. “We both 
were career professionals in the fund-raising arena, so after she 
started the business, I decided to join her.” 

Pelofsky and Associates Inc.  provides fund development con-
sultations for non-profit organizations both public and private, 
which includes grant-writing services, individual donor cultivation 
and identification, donor research and other related services.  

“As a grant-writer professional, I have been so impressed with 
the police department’s grant-writing efforts,” she says.  “The de-
partment does an excellent job competing for opportunities, with a 
tremendous amount of access.”  

Every day for Pelofsky can look a little different given that 
she has numerous clients, each of whom provides different ser-
vices. “Some days I am sitting at my desk working on a grant, 
others I am taking donors to see a new shelter for homeless chil-
dren,” she says. Then in her role as a police commissioner, she has 
to meet with police officials to review policy updates, budgets, or 
other related topics.  

Commissioner Lisa Pelofsky 

Continued on p. 3 
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