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Officers moonlight as barbecue champs 

For the first 
time in more than 
seven years, down-
town parking con-
trol is once again in 
the hands of Kan-
sas City Police, and 
more tickets are 
sure to come. 

The City of 
Kansas City took 
over parking con-
trol duties from the 
Missouri River to 
31st Street and 
State Line to 
Troost in 2005 
under former City 
Manager Wayne 
Cauthen. KCPD’s 
parking control 
officers moved out to focus on neighborhoods during 
that time, said Supervisor Rita Garcia, a 27-year Parking 
Control veteran. They also handled 311 Action Center 
complaints for abandoned cars. 

     But a number of 
problems have arisen 
with the arrangement. 
First, enforcement had 
been lax. The Kansas 
City Star reported in 
June that downtown 
business owners were 
frustrated with parking 
scofflaws. The article 
cited a consultant’s re-
port showing that nearly 
half of the metered park-
ing spaces at which ve-
hicles were parked were 
expired, and more than a 
third of vehicles ex-
ceeded posted time lim-
its or were illegally 
parked in no parking or 
loading zones. The arti-

cle said just 15,820 parking tickets were written down-
town in Fiscal Year 2012. Garcia said when KCPD Park-

Downtown parking back under PD 

This past September, two of KCPD’s own made an 
impressive showing at the “Super Bowl of barbecue com-
petitions,” the American Royal, where more than 500 
teams participate each year. 

In competition barbecue, competitors must prepare 
food in four categories: chicken, ribs, pork and brisket. 
Teams cook all year to earn an invitation to the American 
Royal, where they compete not only for bragging rights, 
trophies, national rankings and money,  but this year they 
had a chance to win a restaurant. 

 Officers Bryan Paxton and Daniel Ulledahl both 
competed at the American Royal this year with great re-
sults: 

Officer Dan “Chop” Ulledahl of Central Patrol Di-
vision started smoking meats over six years ago, and he 
will serve as head chef at his own restaurant, thanks to his 
American Royal victory. 

 He said his specialties included everything from 
chicken, turkey, pork brisket and burnt ends to bacon on a 
stick and cheesy “’taters.” 

Officer Ulledahl spends 20-40 hours a week cooking. 
He caters to practice for competition. He built an en-
closed trailer that has an entire kitchen inside along with a 

Continued on p. 3 

Officer Dan Ulledahl of the Central Patrol  
Division displayed one of his many barbecue 
awards. He won the chance to be head chef of 
his own restaurant at this year’s American 
Royal barbecue competition. 

Parking Control Officer Ted Smith wrote a ticket to a car in 
a no-parking zone by City Hall. On Nov. 1, KCPD resumed 
downtown parking control duties after a 7-year hiatus. 

Continued on p. 2 
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ing Control was fully staffed, they wrote about 5,000 tickets a month 
downtown. 

In their first 12 days back downtown, Nov. 1-12, and with less 
than half the staff they had previously, KCPD Parking Control offi-
cers have written nearly 800 downtown tickets. They handled 115 
calls for service in the area on abandoned vehicles and towed 65 of 
them. 

Another problem was City Parking Control’s inability to access 
criminal justice information, said Major Eric Winebrenner, the Police 
Department’s liaison to the City Manager’s Office and commander of 
the Logistical Services Division. The FBI mandates that only mem-
bers of law enforcement entities can have access to criminal justice 
databases and information. That meant City Parking Control officers 
could not see whether a car had multiple warrants. Until 2012, they 
didn’t even have access to information from the Missouri Department 
of Revenue, which maintains licensing records on people and cars. 

Winebrenner said the City Council wanted to do scofflaw ordi-
nances to tow or put a boot on cars with multiple violations, as 
KCPD Parking officers always had done, but because City Parking 
officers aren’t allowed to see any warrants associated with a vehicle, 
they could never do so. 

“They realized the best way to get back into this would be to 

give the Police Department back authority downtown,” Major Wine-
brenner said. 

That already has proved correct. Parking Control Officer Ted 
Smith towed one car with 16 parking warrants on Nov. 12, and he 
said that’s not uncommon. 

“We’re finding a lot of these downtown now with multiple war-
rants because the tickets were just piling up,” he said. 

Staffing was another problem. In recent years, City Parking Con-
trol had just two employees, one of whom was part-time for a while. 
Police Parking Control dwindled, as well, from 15 employees and 
two supervisors prior to the 2008 recession to just five employees and 
two supervisors now. However, as part of turning parking enforce-
ment downtown back over to KCPD, the City has agreed in a memo-
randum of understanding to fund six additional employees. Garcia 
said she hopes those new Parking Control officers will be hired and 
ready to hit the streets by early next year. The City also will provide 
KCPD with six to seven additional vehicles, likely Ford Focuses. 

Parking Control formerly was dispatched through the 311 Action 
Center. But now that it’s all back under KCPD, those with complaints 
about an illegally parked vehicle should call the Police Department’s 
non-emergency number, 816-234-5111. Abandoned cars can still be 
reported to 311. 

PARKING CONTROL, CONT. FROM P. 1 

The Central Patrol Division station grounds recently yielded 100 
pounds of sweet potatoes.  Most will be given to the Reconciliation Ser-
vices food pantry at 3101 Troost and a portion will be used as a fund-
raiser for the upcoming April 25 Troost Festival.  Last year, 120 pounds 
were grown at the same CPD location. 

Steve Mann, Convener with the Food Not Lawns group, also known 
as the “sweet potato cowboy,” has been planting sweet potatoes around 
town since 2008 in an effort to promote edible landscaping.  Beside CPD, 
Mann’s sweet potatoes were grown at St. Mark Hope and Peace Lutheran 
Church and the St. James Catholic Church Community Garden, to name a 
few. 

“Rather than planting grass or flowers which need weeding and lots of 
care, sweet potatoes just need medium soil, little care and are self mulch-
ing,” Mann said. “The vines are edible landscaping.” 

Along with Jackson County Legislator Scott Burnett and some volun-
teers, approximately 80 sweet potato plants, or slips, were planted by 
CPD’s front wall during the second week of June.  Since the plants are 
tropical, they need warm soil but not much else.  At harvest time, there are 
usually three smaller sweet potatoes and one large sweet potato weighing 
around two pounds per plant. 

 “Some are huge,” Burnett said. “There was one that was three 
pounds.” 

Hoping to attract other locations, Mann said if people will take re-
sponsibility for a particular site, his group will donate the plants.  He gets 
pieces of vine that are grown organically for farmers, from Kansas State 
University Research and Extension.  Along with the plants, he provides a 
learning workshop through the University of Missouri-Kansas City Com-
muniversity on planting and caring for the garden.  You can visit the 
group’s website at www.foodnotlawnskc.org for further information. 

“I want to express my appreciation to the police department for the 
use of their site,” Mann said. 

He hopes to plant more potatoes there next year.  Sweet! 

One potato, two potato, sweet potatoes, more 

Neighborhood gardeners with Foods Not Lawns 
turned a slim strip of soil in front of Central Patrol 
Division into 100 pounds of sweet potatoes. Below, 
Steve Mann and Scott Burnett showed off the harvest. 

Photos courtesy Mary Jo Draper, Midtown KC Post 

http://www.foodnotlawnskc.org�
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Officially Speaking 
Retirements 
Sergeant Jay Atkinson 
 
 

Obituaries 
Retired Officer Michael Paschal 
Retired Civilian Mildred Sharp 
 

7-foot smoker, which he also constructed. 
“I do a lot of catering and holiday cooking for department 

members,” he said. “It’s my off-duty job. Half the time I’m a po-
lice guy, and the other half I’m a barbecue guy.” 

It doesn’t stop there. Officer Ulledahl also has a patent on a 
meat injector he invented. Since it went for sale in April, he’s sold 
close to 300 of them. 

Even with all the barbecuing and policing, he still gets to 
spend time with his family. His wife is the other member of his 
team, and he gets to spend time with their children, camping and 
hanging out. 

Officer Ulledahl’s dream of someday owning his own Kansas 
City barbecue restaurant may come true after competing at this 
year’s American Royal. He won the opportunity to operate a res-
taurant with the chance of seed money for starting his own.  He and 
two other top finishers from the contest will be given keys to the 
new American Royal Restaurant some time in 2014. They will 
serve as the head chefs at the restaurant, which will be at 1245 
Main Street in downtown Kansas City. For three months they will 
cook for the restaurant, and whoever makes the most money during 
their three-month period with the restaurant will win $25,000. 

Officer Ulledahl will have to burn all his vacation time to live 
out this dream and maybe take some unpaid time, or, “It all de-
pends on what the Chief says,” he said with a laugh. 

 
Officer Bryan Paxton of Traffic Enforcement Squad 801 and 

his wife Kaygene Paxton have been competing under the team 
name “This is How We Que It” for the past five years. They go to 
competitions during the summers in and around Missouri and Kan-
sas. 

“Barbecuing is something my wife and I love to do together,” 
Paxton said.  “Competing professionally is our fun.” 

Officer Paxton said his wife is more competitive than he is in 
some ways when it comes to barbecuing. She handles the chicken 
and ribs, and he does the pork butts and briskets. 

“It is something you are always learning about,” he said.  
“Between techniques, equipment and tools you cook with, you are 

always improving.” 
Over the years it has been trial and error for Officer Paxton, 

always furthering his education. 
“It’s one of those things where you can never ‘know it all,’” he 

says. 
This year was their third year competing in the American 

Royal. Out of 535 teams, they took 5th place in chicken, 15th in 
ribs, 80th in pulled pork, 227th in brisket and finished 8th overall. 

“The American Royal is like the Super Bowl of barbecue com-
petitions,” Paxton said. 

Around early spring, they will start cooking again, going over 
notes and updating products in preparation for the new competition 
season. They will continue to cook at around 8 to 10 competitions 
every year and hope to cook in the prestigious barbecue competi-
tion known as “The Jack” in Lynchburg, Tenn. 

Awards 
Meritorious Service Award 
Detective Richard Hart 
 
Life Saving Award 
Officer Brian Leslie 
 
Crisis Intervention  Team Award 
Officer Jessica Alchin 
Officer Robert Shorrock  

Promotions  
To Supervisor 
Glenn Dysart Jr.  
Terry Short 
Gregory Sowers 
Charlotte West 
 
To Sergeant 
Tammy Payne 
Fredrick Phillips 
Dani Russell 
Clinton Sanders 

BBQ, CONT. FROM P. 1 

Out of 535 competitors at this year’s American Royal barbecue 
contest, Officer Bryan Paxton, Traffic Enforcement Unit, and 
his wife Kaygene placed eighth overall. Their team name is, 
“This is How We Que it.”  
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 News in Brief 
Youth decorate EPD site First Trunk or Treat at CPD Rugged Maniac for Chou 

Young people working with the 
organization ArtsTech painted 
panels representing the 
neighborhoods surrounding the 
construction site of the new East 
Patrol Division and Crime Lab 
campus on October 12. The  
panels will be displayed on the 
barriers that are put in place 
around the site, which is located 
at 27th and Prospect. Arts 
Tech’s mission is to better the 
lives of under-served urban 
youth through the development 
of marketable artistic and  
technical skills.  

Thirty-nine KCPD members par-
ticipated in the Rugged Maniac 
Race on October 26 at Snow 
Creek in Weston, Mo., in honor 
of Crime Scene Technician  
Michael Chou, who was killed by 
a drunk driver on July 6. Team 
Wombat, which included  
members of the Chou family, ran 
through mud and water, climbed 
ropes, jumped over fire, and slid 
down a water slide to a muddy 
end to memorialize Chou. 
Above, Officer David Edwards 
parted the water Maniac style. 

Although the day before Hallow-
een was extremely wet, more 
than 30 local children donned 
their costumes, braved the 
weather and visited Central Pa-
trol Division members for some 
Trunk-or-Treating fun. Originally 
scheduled to be at the Scottish 
Rite Temple parking lot nextdoor 
to CPD, mother nature did not 
cooperate. The Trunk-or-Treat 
event was moved to the CPD 
Sallie Port. Spiderman (Sergeant 
Greg Williams) was not the only 
super hero out that night! 
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