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Deputy Chief Kevin Masters retires

One of the department's youngest-ever commanders to be
named deputy chief will retire from KCPD on Oct. 8 with 27
years of service.

When Deputy Chief Kevin Masters joined the police depart-
ment in 1985, he had a degree in communications and journalism
and dreamed of working in the Media Relations Unit.

"When I got in the field at Metro Patrol, it was a whole dif-
ferent story," he said. "At that point, media became a passing
fancy."

He started as a dispatcher to get his foot in the door to Media,
but the excitement of what he heard on the radio — as well as a
couple persuasive recruiters— got him to enter the Academy. As
soon as he hit the streets, Masters said he was hooked.

"It was so much fun," he said. "We were making lots of ar-
rests. And I really like people, and I was getting to know a lot of
people. Being on the streets energized me and really fit my per-
sonality."

After five years in patrol, D.C. Masters became a homicide
detective. He said that assignment gave him the biggest range of
emotion he has experienced.

"There is no worse feeling than going into someone's house,
looking them in the eye and telling them their loved one has been killed," he said. "... But the most rewarding
feeling is when you can go back to that same person and tell them you found who did it, and you're going to
get justice for them."

Knowing what he went through emotionally, Masters said he made it a priority as commander of the In-
vestigations Bureau to improve homicide detectives'

Continued on p. 2

Service program & KCPD mark 10 years

In just two and a half hours one September morning in Kansas City’s Blue Valley neighborhood, offend-
ers who had been sentenced to community service picked up 1,900 pounds worth of garbage, 52 tires and 600
pounds of bulky trash items. KCPD officers assigned the workers to the location and superv1sed them.

Without the Metropolitan Community Service 9
Program (MCSP), Blue Valley Neighborhood Asso-
ciation President Jacky Ross said, “It would be horri-
ble. Nobody would want to live here.”

This marks the 10" year Kansas City Police have
partnered with the Kansas City Metropolitan Crime
Commission on the community service program’s
Neighborhood Clean-Ups. During that time, the pro-
gram has removed more than 4 million pounds of lit-
ter from 400 neighborhoods and saved local govern-
ments about $2 million annually.

In 2011 alone, 2,852 total offenders were as-
signed community service time. MCSP Board Presi-
dent Merrell Bennekin said most of the offenders
come from Municipal Court, and their crimes run the In just a couple hours on Sept. 28, workers in the
gamut. Metropolitan Community Service Program— super-

Every weekend of the year, there are typically at vised by KCPD officers_— collected all this trash
least five neighborhood clean-ups taking place in from the Blue Valley neighborhood.

Kansas City. These clean-ups are coordinated by the

Continued on p. 3



Motorcycle ride honors Capt. Jeff Kleinow

When Captain Jeff Kleinow wasn’t in uniform, he was most likely hanging with
friends and family, talking politics, or riding his Harley Davidson motorcycle.

“He always had a big heart and did whatever he could for his friends,” said Ser-
geant Mark Hockemeier.

Captain Kleinow passed away July 3 after he suffered a massive heart attack and
drove his car down an embankment. A memorial motorcycle ride in his honor took
place Sept. 22.

“He was an easy-going guy who was also competitive and ambitious,” said his
long-time friend and old roommate, Captain Joseph Crayon.

Jeff had a lot of hobbies - hunting, fishing, golfing, taking long road trips with his
buddies on their Harley Davidson motorcycles, canoe trips and he was an avid politi-
cal junkie.

Jeff was a member of the “Buffalo Eight.” Eight of Jeff’s closest buddies would go
canoeing every year on the Buffalo River in Arkansas for vacation.

“We would drive down - about a six-hour trip - load up our gear, food and of
course beer and would be on the river for four days and just camp,” Crayon said.

The group has stuck together in one fashion or another for 20 years. They took
their 21st trip two weeks after Jeff’s funeral. “You can bet we talked about him there,
just like he’d never left,” Crayon said. “He was a good friend and is missed.”

Captain Kleinow was from Mason City, lowa. He worked for the Clearlake lowa Po-
lice Department for two years. His dad, Eugene Kleinow, retired as Chief of Police from the Mason City lowa Police Department. Jeff
joined the Kansas City Missouri Police Department in March of 1987. He worked his way up the ranks, becoming a sergeant in 1995.
“He loved being a sergeant,” said fiancée Jennifer Sanford. “He took it to heart turning out good officers and giving them good guid-
ance,” she said.

It was a proud moment, though, for Jeff when he became captain in 2010. “At least I know he got to do everything he wanted to
do on the department,” Sanford said.

“Jeff was always well groomed, had a professional appearance and excelled wherever he was assigned, be it TAC, Sex Crimes, or
as a sergeant, and finally as a captain,” said Captain Joseph Crayon.

“Jeff always stood out to me as a great street cop,” said retired Major Kevin Chrisman, now Police Chief of Parkville, MO. “I
appreciated his police work and commitment to serving others.”

He left behind two daughters: Alison, 21, who is in her last year at MU and hoping to go to law school at UMKC:; his oldest
daughter Katherine, 23; and his fiancée, Administrative Assistant Jennifer Sanford,

Continued on p. 3

MASTERS, CONT. FROM P. 1

quality of life. He worked with his staff to re-organize the unit in Among some of his accomplishments were the implementa-
2011 to give detectives more time and resources to solve cases as  tion and development of the Shoal Creek Patrol Division and the
well as more time with their families. Homicide clearance rates Mounted Patrol Unit.

have improved steadily since the change. Masters said that change Through it all, Masters said he most liked meeting people—
is one of the most personally meaningful of his career accom- from Fortune 500 Company CEOs to people at the end of their
plishments. ropes. That's why he's looking forward to his

new job as director of government relations
for the Kansas City Missouri School District.
Masters will be the main point of contact for
the district for elected officials at the local,
state and federal levels. But what he's most
excited about will be his duties building rela-
tionships between the district's schools and the
ways gave me the impression he was working neighborhoods around them. He will be trying
hard at trying to do the right thing." to connect school administrators to the busi-
Easley said Masters could think on his feet, made good deci- ness owners and residents of the communities they serve.

After he was a detective, Masters climbed
the ranks quickly. Now-Retired Chief Rick
Easley promoted him to deputy chief in 2002.
Masters had been on the department for 17
years at the time and was 38 years old.

"Kevin was always a hard worker and
extremely dependable," Easley said. "He al-

sions and dealt well with others. But not everyone was excited to And although Masters never worked in Media Relations at
see such a new, young face as deputy chief. Masters said he faced KCPD, he said he got to use the communication skills he learned
some backlash, but he knew he'd earned the spot. in many facets of his job.

"I worked my tail off everywhere I went," he said. "I've al- "It has been a very rewarding experience," he said. "My life
ways put in an honest day's work for an honest day's pay." has been blessed personally and professionally."”
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Special Unit Citation
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MCSP, police and
neighborhood associations.
Officer Jason Cooley of the
East Patrol Division said
officers take requests from
the community for clean-
up sites, and also look for
illegal dump sites or areas 8
with a lot of litter while out [
on patrol. Police then pro- |
vide two officers to super-
vise each clean-up.

Barry Mayer, vice
president of the KC Crime
Commission, said offend-
ers often see the same officers who arrested them supervising them at the clean-ups.

“It’s neat to see how relationships build between the offender and police,”
Mayer said. “They say, “We’re part of this together. We’re cleaning up blight.””

Mayer, a retired KCPD major, said a clean neighborhood is vital to public
safety.

“When [ was a community interaction officer and went to community meetings,
they talked for five minutes about crime and for an hour about blight,” he said. “This
is a huge way for the department to be involved with crime prevention.”

The MCSP also recently assisted

the Police Athletic League in preparing the grounds for its new football field.
(PAL is getting the field through a grant from the National Football League and
Greater Kansas City Local Initiative Support Coalition.) To prepare to lay the field
sod, MCSP workers removed 14 wheelbarrows’ worth of small rocks from the
ground.

KC Crime Commission President Rick Easley presented KCPD Chief Darryl
Forté with a plaque Sept. 21 thanking police for their 10 years of partnership on the
community service Neighborhood Clean-Up program. If you’d like to schedule a
clean-up for your neighborhood, contact your patrol division’s community interac-
tion officer.

KLEINOW, CONT. FROM P. 2

who works in the Perpe-
trator Information Cen-
ter.

Anybody you talk to
about Jeff will say he
was a big Harley guy.
Jeff took Jennifer on her
first bike ride on a
Harley on their second
date. “It was very special
between us,” Sanford
said.

In memory of Jeff,
on September 22, San-
ford and Communica-
tions Specialist Jane Hill
organized a 100-mile tribute ride. The Smithville Police Department started the ride
out with an escort, and nearly 50 bikes road from Smithville to Weston in memory
of Jeff.

“It will be a tribute to Jeff that we will remember for a lifetime,” Hill says.

Fifty motorcycle enthusiasts came to memorialize
Captain Kleinow with a special ride on Sept. 22.
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Getting to know our Commissioners...

David Kenner's position on the Board of Police Commission-
ers is a little different from that of other members. While they are
appointed by the governor, Kenner is selected by the board mem-
bers themselves. He is not a voting member but does a lot of work
for the Board behind the scenes.

"I serve as the Board's attorney providing general legal ad-
vice, with a particular emphasis on compliance with the sunshine
laws," he said.

The Board chose Kenner in 2010.

He collaborates with paralegal Doris Botts to prepare meeting
minutes and agendas, works with the Office of Community Com-
plaints and edits and signs discovery responses when the Board is
involved in litigation.

Kenner said what he most enjoys about his role on the BOPC
is meeting the men and women of the department, whom he calls
smart and dedicated.

"Learning about all the different facets of the police depart-
ment is absolutely fascinating," he said.

Outside of KCPD, Kenner is an attorney at Levy and Craig,
P.C. He practices banking, commercial real estate and general

business law and chairs his firm's transactions department. He said
his days typically involve a lot of e-mails, drafting documents for
transactions, phone calls and meetings.

Kenner grew up in Maryville, Mo., and majored in computer
science at the University of Kansas. He earned his law degree
from Columbia University. He moved to Kansas City after law
school to clerk for Judge Howard Sachs. While there, he met his
wife, Nancy, who also was Sachs' clerk. Judge Sachs later married
them.

Nancy is a personal injury lawyer with her own firm and is
president of the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association this
year. The couple have three children: a 21-year-old daughter, 17-
year-old daughter, a 7-year-old son and one "big old Labrador."

Off the clock, Kenner has coached many of his children's
sports teams and enjoys daily workouts. He likes to get out to
Colorado a few times a year to go snow-skiing, as well. He's a
long-time Chiefs season ticket holder and also a big KU basketball
fan. He said he checked an item off his bucket list when he went to
see the team play in the Final 4 last year in New Orleans.

Kansas City Missouri Police Department
1125 Locust
Kansas City, MO 64106
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