MUNICIPAL COURT FUND PROGRAM

The Municipal Court Fund Program (MCFP) is designed to provide assistance to those citizens of Kansas
City, Missouri (City) who, through financial hardship, find themselves in violation of the City’s Property
Maintenance Code and Sections 48-23, 48-26, 48-29 and 48-33 of the City’s Nuisance Code. Section 48-
23 prohibits structures emitting noxious odors, section 48-26 prohibits malfunctioning private sewage
disposal systems, 48-29 hazardous trees and section 48-33 prohibits safety hazards.

The MCFP is administered through the Neighborhoods and Housing Services Department (NHSD),
Housing Section.

ASSISTANCE

The MCFP may assist property owners with the correction of the above referenced violations provided
that: (1) the owner has been issued an Order to Remove Nuisances under Chapter 48 and/or a Notice
and Order under Chapter 56; (2) the City Prosecutor has charged the owner with at least one of the
violations listed the such order; and (3) the work requested is identified below in the list of the Eligible
Repairs to Abate Code Violations.

Contract Grant — provided to eligible home owners who lack the ability or resources to accomplish the
necessary correction of the conditions creating such violations. The MCFP staff will request bids from
certified contractors to perform the corrections. Contractors are paid for material and labor as itemized
in their bids.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

In addition to the above stated requirements, the following requirements must be met in order for a
property owner to be eligible for assistance through the MCFP:

1. The owner must not have previously received the services of the MCFP.

2. The owner must own no other real estate.

3. The fair market value of the home must not exceed $150,000.

4, Property taxes for the home must be paid in full.

5. The owner must have owned and occupied the property for the previous two years.
6. The household income must be less than 40% of the median household income as

established by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. Must
not have other resources available to complete repairs without MCFP assistance.

7. The owner must be referred to the MCFP by the Housing Court Judge.

8. There must be no nuisance violations on the property other than those for which the
MCFP assistance is requested.



9. The owner must complete the MCFP application for code violations and provide all
supporting documentation requested.

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

For those who qualify for assistance, the following shall serve as general policies for the administration
of the MCFP:

1. Assistance shall be provided to correct the requested repairs.
2. The lowest and best bid shall be sought to correct the code violations.
3. All Contract Grants shall be limited to $10,000, unless the Director of NHSD, under

exceptional circumstances, approves a grant in excess of this limit. However, at no time
will a grant in excess of $12,000 be approved.

4, Walk away policy shall comply with the NHSD Housing Section policy covering projects
beyond the scope.

APPLICATION PROCESS

The MCEFP staff shall notify referred property owners by mail and, if possible, by telephone. The
property owner must be advised of the need to submit proof of income and social security numbers for
everyone residing at the property.

1. The application must be returned seven calendar days from the date of mailing. An
application may be completed at City Hall if this arrangement is more convenient for the
property owner. Home visits will be arranged for senior citizens and applicants with
disabilities.

2. MCEFP staff will check real estate records to determine whether the property is owner
occupied and whether the property owner owns other real estate. In addition, all other
eligibility requirements will be determined.

3. MCFP staff will determine whether the property owner meets the 30% median income
guidelines by:
a. Evaluating the total income amounts (before taxes) of all individuals over

eighteen years old who have income and reside in the residence.

b. Verifying income as determined from paycheck stubs, and official statement by
an employer of the amount and frequency of pay, and award letters for social
security or SSI payments, W-2 forms, or a copy of income tax returns for the self
employed

c. The most recent documents are to be used to verify income, but in no case shall
verification documents be more than one year old.



