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Alvm Brooks sworn into BOPC

A police officer who once wasn’t
allowed to patrol “white” parts of
the city is now overseeing the
whole Kansas City Police Depart-
ment as the newest member of the
Board of Police Commissioners.

Alvin Brooks was sworn into
office at the March 23 BOPC meet-
ing. He replaces James Wilson,
whose term had expired.

Known for his tenure on the
Kansas City Council from 1999 to
2007 and his anti-crime activism,
Commissioner Brooks also once
served as a KCPD officer and de-
tective from 1954 to 1964.

“I’ve come full circle from 56
years ago,” Brooks said at his
swearing-in. “... It’s an honor to be
serving here.”

He said the department had
changed dramatically from a time
when black officers were only al-
lowed to patrol a few sectors of the
city.

“Now I think we’re professional
at every level,” he said. “... We’ve
come a long way in accountability.

Alvin Brooks took the oath of office for the Board of Police
Commissioners from Judge Thomas Newton on March 23 while his
wife, Carol Brooks, looked on.

the time was housed in Police
Headquarters. Because blacks
weren’t allowed at any of the

downtown restaurants, Brooks
stayed in to eat the lunch he’d

I’m happy to be here, and I’'m go-
ing to roll up my sleeves and get to
work.”

At his swearing in, Brooks told a
story of when he was in the KCPD

Police Academy in 1954, which at Continued on p. 3

Conference illuminates human trafficking

People being that shocked those
bought and sold? in attendance: the
No, worse: Children playing of a se-
bought and sold — cretly recorded

for sex — here in
America and Kansas
City, in 2010.

This was the focus
of the Call for Com-
munity Action Con-
ference that took
place March 15 and
16 at the Regional
Police Academy.
Senator Sam Brown-
back opened the
conference, saying,
“Human trafficking has become a tremendously im-
portant problem that has not been handled well in this
country.”

It was the personal accounts of the guest speakers

audio tape of a
man striking a
deal with an un-
dercover officer to
purchase a young
girl for sex, a 12-
year-old girl danc-
ing topless in a
club in Kansas
City, a girl in In-
dia trained as a
toddler to attract
males for sex.
There also were numerous accounts of children who
became runaways after sexual abuse in their home.

Nurses at a Kansas City hospital examined a human
trafficking victim last fall.
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Continued on p. 2



DV cases drop with police project

Domestic violence assaults have plummeted by more than a
third since Kansas City Police embarked on a unique project to
protect victims nine months ago.

“When I look back over the years at community collaborations
that resulted in such a big systems change in how we go about
responding to victims of domestic violence, this is huge — one of
the biggest,” said Lisa
Fleming, Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Rose-
brooks Center, a do-
mestic violence shelter
and service agency.

The Lethality As-
sessment Protocol re-
quires officers respond-
ing to domestic vio-
lence-related incidents
to ask victims 12 ques-
tions based on aca-
demic research to de-
termine how likely it is
for a victim to be killed
by an abuser. If the
victim’s answers indi-
cate he or she might be
in great danger, offi-
cers do everything they
can to get the victim in
touch with a domestic
violence victim advocate for safety planning and arranging to get
the victim out of the situation. They use cell phones to contact
domestic violence advocates at the scene of the crime to get them
in touch with victims.

KCPD was one of just five police departments in the nation to
get a grant to try the project. The grant lasted for five months, but
the Lethality Assessment will go much longer than that.

“We’ve decided to continue it as the way our department does
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and aggravated assaults have fallen 35%
from July 2009 to February 2010.

* NAG = Total

Domestic violence non-aggravated assaults

business,” said Captain Mark Folsom of the Special Victims Unit.

Total domestic violence assaults in Kansas City fell from 371 in
July 2009 to 240 in February 2010. Capt. Folsom said it’s a trend
that’s bucking nationwide trends of rising domestic violence cases.

Although the numbers are dropping, Fleming said Rosebrooks’
beds have never been fuller. She said a big reason for that is the
Lethality Assessment
program, which is
bringing in people who
never before would
have sought help.

“The risk of re-
assault is reduced by
60 percent when a vic-
tim walks through the
doors of a domestic
violence program,”
Fleming said. “This has
been such a successful
intervention for making
that happen.”

Though it’s more
work for officers re-
sponding to these calls,
they think it’s a good
thing, said Sergeant
Bernadette Bond, who
helped implement the
Lethality Assessment
in the South Patrol Division. She said in the past, it was frustrating
to show up to a domestic violence incident, take a report and leave
without really being able to help the victim.

“We didn’t give them an option — there was no follow-up,” Ser-
geant Bond said. “At least this way there’s someone who cares,
who follows up with them. They have an option.”

Continued on p. 3

These juveniles were often found on the
street, picked up by police, and
returned to the very home
where the abuse occurred.

It was shocking stories like

“Human trafficking
has become a

Joseph, the Archdiocese of Kansas City,
Kan., and Veronica’s Voice
of Kansas City.

Sergeant Byron Fassett
and Detective Catherine De
La Pax of the Dallas Police

HUMAN TRAFFICKING CONT. FROM P. 1

lives don’t have their best interests at heart,
and the police realize the children are not
criminals. The Dallas questionnaire has
been adopted and adapted by several other
law enforcement agencies.

The two-day conference was just the first

these that motivated the organ- tremendously im-
izers to come together and pre- portant problem
sent not only the seriousness of | that has not been
the problem, but to offer solu- handled well in
tions. The Kansas City Re- this country.”

gional Police Academy pro-
vided the facility free of charge
to co-sponsors the Renewal
Forum — a not-for-profit or-
ganization dedicated to ending

human trafficking and based in Washing-

ton, D.C., the Diocese of Kansas

U.S. Senator Sam
Brownwback

City-St.

Department enlightened offi-
cers from many area law
enforcement agencies on
how they strive to identify
runaways and underage pros-
titutes as victims instead of
criminals. The Dallas Police
Department created a series
of questions to ask these chil-

dren. By the end of the interview, the kids
often see that the adults controlling their

volley in the local attack on human traffick-
ing. Steve Wagner, president of Renewal
Forum, will return to Kansas City this
month to keep the ball rolling. He said he
hopes to make Kansas City a model city in
the human trafficking fight.

The conference is just one of many new
programs slated to give the Regional Police
Academy a presence in the community and
to provide valuable services to officers and
citizens.
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News in Brief
Dodgeball bout raises $3,700 for Care Team

The third annual News vs. Blues Dodgeball Tourna-
ment that took place March 27 at St. Pius X High
School raised $3,700 for the KCPD Care Team, a
nonprofit organization that assists members of the
Police Department in times of need. The event fea-
tured teams from KCPD, local media and other area
police agencies. The Narcotics and Vice Division
team won the tournament, narrowly edging out the
Eastsiders of the East Patrol Division.

Under-covers named ‘09 L.E. Unit of the Year

The under-cover 1930 and 1940 squads of KCPD’s
Street Crimes Unit were named the Law Enforcement
Unit of the Year by the Missouri Narcotic Officers As-
sociation at the organization’s annual conference on
March 25. The officers were able to successfully re-
solve 529 drug complaints they received from citi-
zens in 2009. During that year, they also served 336
search warrants and seized more than $356,000
worth of narcotics and more than $156,000 in cash.

=|. k o AJ
Police officers from Kansas City, Liberty, Riverside
and Independence raised more than $12,100 for Mis-
souri Special Olympics on March 8 by serving as wait
staff at three metro-area Corner Café restaurants. Off
-duty, uniformed officers helped serve breakfast and
lunch and took donations for Special Olympics.

BROOKS, CONT. FROM P. 1

brought from home. During his lunch period, a strong-armed robbery
occurred at 12" and Main streets. Police had captured the suspect — a
black man — quickly and brought him in for a live line-up for the victim.

“There were just two black men up in the jail, and they needed an-
other one for the line up,” Brooks said.

So a sergeant asked Brooks if he could fill in.

“Low and behold, she picked me,” he said.

When the sergeant brought Brooks out to meet the victim, she
screamed. When she was informed that Brooks was a police recruit
who’d been at Headquarters at the time the robbery occurred, she be-
came very embarrassed and apologized profusely.

Brooks left the Police Department in 1964 for a spot in Kansas City
School District’s Public Information Office, but he never stopped fight-
ing crime. He formed the Ad Hoc Group Against Crime in 1977 and
served as its president and CEO from 1991 to 2000. In 1989, President
George H.W. Bush named him one of “America’s 1,000 Points of
Light” and appointed him to serve on the President’s National Drug
Advisory Council.

Governor Jay Nixon appointed Brooks and said he brings “profound
experience and insight” to the BOPC.

“For the past 50 years, Alvin Brooks has served the Kansas City com-
munity in numerous ways, as a leader for countless community groups
and organizations; as an advocate for children and the disadvantaged; as
a public servant, and as a police detective and patrol officer,” Gov.
Nixon said in a press release announcing the appointment.

Brooks was elected to the Kansas City Council in 1999 and 2003 and
served as Mayor Pro Tem. He has a bachelor of arts degree in history
and government and a master of arts degree in sociology, both from the
University of Missouri-Kansas City.

—— DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, CONT. FROM P. 2

Sergeant Bond said she knew the program would be a good thing
when one of her most gruff and veteran officers told her after training
that it “was something we should’ve done a long time ago.”

“I knew then that we were on the right track,” Sergeant Bond said.
“We need to be doing everything we can to empower victims.”

OfflClally Certificate of Commendation
Speaking... Officer Kate Mahurin

Officer Kim Shaw
Awards

Retirements

Life-Saving Award Major Christine Laughlin

Officer William Hooley

Officer Wesley Lambright Obituaries

Ret. Reserve Captain Robert
Whitworth

Ret. Officer Charles Purvis

Ret. Police Commissioner
Faye Saunders Werner

Meritorious Service Award

Public Relations Spec. Sarah
Boyd

Officer Mike Grigsby

Sergeant Stacey Graves

Public Relations Spec.
Suzanne McHale

Public Relations Spec. James
Strahle
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For Your Health

Several of KCPD’s insurance plans allow department
members to enjoy a night in a swanky hotel while being
tested for sleep disorders at the same time.

In July 2009, Truman Medical Center partnered with
the Crown Center Hyatt Regency Hotel to open the Cen-
ter for Sleep Health. This facility, tucked away on the
fifth floor of the hotel, offers four customized guest
rooms equipped with all the amenities of a first-class ho-
tel room plus state-of-the-art equipment used to detect
brain waves and the breathing patterns of the sleeping
patient. While the patient sleeps, trained technicians in
an adjoining room monitor the equipment and watch the
patient through a video camera.

“The center provides a quiet environment and offers
the patient privacy. ... We want them to be comfortable,”
said Linda Donegan, Vice President of Professional
Health Services at TMC.

The patient is treated like a guest at the hotel with valet
parking for their vehicle when they arrive and a personal
escort to their room within the study center. Since the
patient doesn’t check in at the hotel, no one knows they are there
except for their doctor and the sleep study staff. Their visit is kept
confidential. It’s meant to provide an alternative to the often sterile
and cramped environment of hospital-based sleep labs.

“The reaction to the new center has been very positive,” Donegan
says.

The four-bed facility is available 24 hours a day, seven days a
week to accommodate any work schedules or shifts. Dr. Abid Bhat,
one of three board-certified sleep physicians on staff at TMC, says
that sleep disorders can affect people of all ages, with sleep apnea

repWorks

the most dangerous. He says that snoring loudly, especially when
associated with pauses or snorting noises, can signal a possible
sleep disorder and should be evaluated by a physician.

While most insurance companies provide coverage for sleep cen-
ter visits, a doctor must request the study and the patient should
always verify coverage with their insurance company prior to
scheduling.

For more information about sleep disorders, visit:
www.SleepFoundation.org.

Kansas City Missouri Police Department

1125 Locust
Kansas City MO 64106


http://www.SleepFoundation.org�
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