
In about 45 seconds, the MPH 
900 can do what it would take an 
officer and dispatcher more than an 
hour to accomplish: run a parking 
lot full of license plates. 

Kansas City Police now have 
seven cars outfitted with the Mo-
bile Plate Hunter license plate 
reader system, and they hit the road 
near the end of June. The system 
takes infrared pictures of license 
plates and compares them to a hot 
list database stocked with informa-
tion about warrants and stolen vehi-
cles. It also archives each vehicle’s 
plate and maps it, so over time, 
investigators can follow a car’s 
movements. 

“This is just a tool,” said Ser-
geant Michael Hicks of the Re-

search and Develop-
ment Division. “It 
alerts the officer of a 
warrant or something 
wanted on the plate and 
prompts the officer to 
call a dispatcher to 
compare it to the live 
database.” 

The plate reader da-
tabase is updated just 
once daily. It includes a 
prioritized list from 
criminal justice databases ALERT, 
MULES and NCIC of things like 
felony warrants, stolen vehicles and 
stolen plates. But because those 
things change by the minute, Ser-
geant Hicks said patrol officers 
must work with a dispatcher the old

-fashioned way to compare a li-
cense plate to the live database that 
is updated in real time before being 
able to stop a potential suspect. In 
fact, Hicks said the cameras were 
purchased – at the cost of about 

At nearly three times the size of the old station and 
with infinitely better amenities, the new Metro Patrol 
Division opened to the public with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony June 16. 

Located on the site 
of the former Fairyland 
Amusement Park at 
7601 Prospect, the new 
28,000-square feet 
Metro Patrol replaces 
the former station built 
in 1975 at 1880 E. 63rd 
St. That station was 
just 10,200 square feet 
and in such poor shape 
structurally that it will 
be torn down in the 
coming months. 

“The police officers 
deserve this facility, 
and the citizens deserve this facility,” Councilwoman 
Cindy Circo said to loud applause at the ribbon-
cutting ceremony. 

The $17 million campus includes outbuildings to 
house all of KCPD’s specialty vehicles like command 
post buses, armored vehicles and the Bomb and Arson 
Unit bus. Those vehicles had previously been stored 

in rented warehouses around the city. The 178 parking 
spaces on site are about 100 more than were at the old 
station. 

The main building has a community room for 
neighborhood use – 
something that was 
never before avail-
able in Metro. About 
97,000 people reside 
in the Metro Patrol 
Division. So appre-
ciative were 
neighborhood groups 
of the new building 
that one of them, the 
Marlborough 
Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, donated 
$8,000 to put three 
benches in front of 

the station. The dedication plaque on them says, “To 
honor all police service and to commemorate those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.” 
Marlborough Neighborhood Association also donated 
historic photographs of the Metro Patrol Division area 
that now hang in the community room. 
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Detention officer gives gift of life to police chief 
A KCPD detention facility officer is 

making a major sacrifice to save the life of 
a southern Missouri police chief. 

D.F.O. Tricia Wadell, 23, will be giving 
one of her kidneys to 40-year-old Chief 
Greg Dagnan of the Carthage, 
Mo., Police Department in a 
tandem surgery on July 29 in St. 
Louis. The operation has a 
greater-than-95 percent success 
rate. 

“I’m helping out a good per-
son,” D.F.O. Wadell said. “To 
me, it’s not a big deal.” 

Wadell and Chief Dagnan first 
met in Joplin when Tricia joined 
that police department’s Explor-
ers program and attended Mis-
souri Southern State University. 
At the time, Dagnan was work-
ing as a reserve officer for Joplin 
and teaching full time at the col-
lege. Wadell had Dagnan for a 
few classes and ran into him 
during occasional Explorers 
work, like at DUI checkpoints. 
Neither said they knew the other 
all that well. 

Wadell moved to Kansas City in 2007 
and transferred her credits to Grantham 
University. She wanted to enter the Police 
Academy but was too young, so she went to 
work in the Detention Unit, which is her 
current assignment. When she heard Dag-

nan made chief in Carthage, a town of 
about 15,000 people roughly 15 minutes 
east of Joplin, she congratulated him, but 
that was the extent of her communication 
with him until an e-mail arrived about a 

year and a half ago from her mother. 
Wadell’s mother goes to a church that is 

the same denomination as Dagnan’s. Word 
made it from his church’s prayer chain to 
the other’s that Dagnan’s polycystic kidney 
disease (PKD) was destroying his kidneys, 
and he would soon be in need of a trans-

plant. 
“We told folks at our church, and that 

was it,” Dagnan said. “It’s not something 
you like bragging about, especially at work. 
You have that tough-guy image in law en-

forcement.” 
     Dagnan had no idea that 
Wadell had received the prayer 
chain e-mail about him. Nor did 
he know that she went and got 
tested to see if she would be a 
match. 
     “I saw an e-mail from her 
one day, and I thought, ‘Oh, I 
haven’t heard from her in a 
while; she must be on the street 
or something in your depart-
ment now, and she’s sending me 
an update,’” he said. “But in-
stead she said, ‘Just letting you 
know I heard about you. I went 
and got tested, and I’m the 
match.’” 
     Dagnan said he was aston-
ished. He was also humbled 
because he found out so many 
people got tested to help him 

that the hospital asked them to stop coming 
in because they were overloaded. Dagnan’s 
kidneys are now functioning at about 10 
percent each. With Wadell’s healthy kidney 
and because he has no other major health 

KCPD Detention Facility Officer Tricia Wadell will donate her 
kidney July 29 to Carthage, Mo., Police Chief Greg Dagnan. 

Continued on p. 3 

Project Officer Lee Rafferty said the building’s designers also took into consid-
eration the comfort and convenience of the 201 officers and civilians who staff 
Metro Patrol 24/7. Small things like putting a refrigerator near desk clerks and 
charging stations in lockers for officers’ cell phones are intended to boost morale. 
Property Crimes detectives now have significantly more space, and the detention 
area is more centrally located. Shoe-washing stations and expansive report-writing 
areas are just a few more amenities officers can enjoy in addition to a gym fully 
stocked with new exercise equipment. 

The building was designed to meet the Silver LEED (Leadership in Environ-
mental Design) standard. It is energy-efficient and special efforts were made to 
reduce its impact on the environment. In front of the station is a sculpture named 
“Salute” by artist Michael Davis. It’s part of the city’s 1 Percent for Art program, 
which devotes 1 percent of a project’s construction costs to art. “Salute” is a police 
officer saluting atop a weathervane made of copper, brass, bronze, granite and blue 
art glass. Early and late in the day, the sun shines through the glass and creates a 
“thin blue line” at the entrance of the station. 

The station was funded by the public safety sales tax voters approved eight years 
ago. 

“There are many people to thank for making this new Metro Patrol Division station a reality, but first and foremost we would like to 
recognize the citizens of Kansas City,” Chief Corwin said at the ribbon cutting. “The support of the public safety sales tax in 2002 
paved the way for this much-needed $17 million facility. Thank you for your commitment to keeping Kansas City safe.” 

City Council members, Police Board Commis-
sioners, Police Chaplain Serita Wright and 
Chief James Corwin cut the ribbon at Metro 
Patrol’s grand opening ceremony June 16. 
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Officially Speaking… 
 
Awards 
Special Unit Citation 
Vice Section 
 
Meritorious Service Award 
Sergeant James Knueppel 
Officer Brian Coe 
Officer Christopher De Freece 
Officer Albert Herrera 
Officer Aaron Shillcutt 
 
Certificate of Commendation 
Sergeant Brian Davis 
Sergeant Bret Whitworth 
Officer Christopher Skinner 
 
25-Year Rings 
Detective George Barrios 
Officer Roger Brown 

Admin. Asst. Robin Jackson 
Admin. Asst. Mary Marra 
Computer Services Analyst 

Diane Morrison 
Detective Thomas Prudden 
Officer Deborah Yelverton 
 
Retirements 
Captain Cheri Kelly 
Fiscal Administrator Karen Kelly 
Supervisor Iva Easley 
 
Obituaries 
Retired Officer William “Billy” 

Martin Jr. 
Retired Civilian Ralph E. Turner 
Retired Officer Gary W. Soper 
Retired Officer Kenneth M.  

Chrisman 
 
 

  News in Brief 

PLATE READERS, CONT. FROM P. 1 

PAL gets $100K grant for football field 

The Kansas City Police Athletic League received a 
$100,000 check on June 17 to build an NFL-sized 
football field for urban core youth. The grant is from 
the Kansas City Chiefs, National Football League 
Youth Fund and Greater Kansas City Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation. Other community partners in-
cluding Honeywell, the Sports Turf Managers Asso-
ciation and Acme Fence will match the grant. The 
field will be built next to the PAL Center at 1801 
White Ave. Police expect the field to be a centerpiece 
of revitalization on the east side of town. 

$24,000 each – in accordance with research the department is doing to develop a real-
time crime center. 
     The cameras are mounted to the back of regularly marked patrol cars. One is de-
ployed in each of the six patrol divisions and one in the Special Operations Division. 
Sergeant Hicks said they can take pictures at a distance of about 25 to 30 feet and at 
highway speeds. One system can run 7,000 license plates a day before the data needs to 
be moved wirelessly to one of KCPD’s servers. Once it’s there, Sergeant Hicks said the 
real value of the plate readers becomes evident. 
     “The main benefit is in investigations,” he said. “All the data can be queried later on 
from the back end in an investigation.” 
     Sergeant Hicks said he hopes officers run the cameras 24/7. 
     “The best way to deploy (the plate readers) is to keep them rolling all the time and 
never stop them so they’re always gathering data,” Sergeant Hicks said. 
     Work is underway to link the data that will be collected by KCPD’s plate readers 
with other agencies across the state and around the nation. In the Kansas City area, the 
Lenexa and North Kansas City police departments already have the plate readers in 

place, as does the Jackson County Sheriff’s Department. 
 

Infrared cameras for the license plate 
readers are mounted on the trunks of 
patrol cars like this one. 

GIFT OF LIFE, CONT. FROM P. 2 

problems, doctors have told him he can be back to light duty 
six weeks after the operation, and full duty at eight weeks. 
Wadell’s remaining kidney will enlarge to take over for her 
absent one, and she faces a similar recovery time. She is in 
need of donated sick days from other department members to 
cover some of that period. 

For her part, Wadell is frightened, but she won’t be deterred. 
“I’m scared to death,” she said. “… But I have so much respect for 

him and his family.” 
She’ll return home from the hospital in early August and says she 

welcomes KCPD visitors to come see her. When she recovers, she’d 
like another stab at a spot in the Police Academy. 

Though both said they weren’t particularly close before, Dagnan said 
Wadell has become like part of his family now. His wife and four 
daughters, ages 19, 14, 11 and 8, have embraced Wadell as one of their 
own, and they all keep in constant contact. Because PKD is genetic, 
Dagnan fears that two of his girls also could have it, and he asked his 
wife and healthy daughters not to get tested for him so they could help 
out his other two daughters if need be. So Dagnan said Wadell is not 
only sacrificing for him, she’s sacrificing for his whole family. 

“That’s probably the biggest gift she has given me – not only to be 
around for them but to feel good enough that I can be part of the family 
and be a dad to them,” he said. “… Her selflessness amazes me.” 
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Whatever happened to? 
A recent burglary in Frank Schump’s 

neighborhood brought Officer Terry Owens to 
his door. Officer Owens of the Metro Patrol 
Division was canvassing the area asking 
neighbors if they’d seen or heard anything. 
Schump hadn’t seen anything related to the 
burglary, but he pointed out to Officer Owens 
that he had retired from the Kansas City Police 
Department. 

As the two got to talking, Officer Owens 
realized Frank Schump 
was pretty special. He 
turned out to be the 
longest-retired KCPD 
officer still alive. 
Schump retired in 1972 
after a 27-year career on 
the Department. He’s 
now 91 years old. Offi-
cer Owens contacted 
Reserve Sergeant Mike 
Coughlin because Re-
serve Sergeant 
Coughlin’s late father, 
Charles Coughlin, retired 
from KCPD as a deputy 

chief in 1978 and had worked with Schump. 
With a brand new police station to brag on, 
Officer Owens and Res. Sgt. Coughlin decided 
it was time to re-introduce Schump, who retired 
as a detective sergeant, to the KCPD. 

On June 29, Owens and Coughlin took 

Schump on a tour of the Kan-
sas City Regional Police Acad-
emy and the new Metro Patrol 
Division station. Asked to 
compare them to the old 
KCPD facilities in which he 
used to work, Schump said, 
“There’s no comparison.” 

Schump started working at 
KCPD in 1942 as a traffic offi-
cer on a motorcycle. He left in 
1943 to serve in the United 
States Marine Corps in World 
War II in the Pacific Theater. 
At the Academy, he saw a 
photo of himself along with 
several hundred other police 
officers who returned to KCPD 
from the War pictured in the 
Kansas City Star in 1945.  

He went to the Detective Bureau’s Burglary 
Unit about the time Clarence Kelly became 
Chief. Schump and Kelly grew up down the 
street from each other near 25th and Brooklyn. 

Schump said one of his biggest cases in the 
Burglary Unit was when detectives broke up a 
sewing machine theft ring and recovered 
$150,000 worth of Singers stolen from area 
businesses. After Burglary, he worked in the 
prosecutor’s office and was tasked with making 
sure officers showed up to court. When he re-
tired in 1972, he went back to work at the state 

probation office. 
“I was still a young man,” he said. 
He spent another 10 years there working on a 

bond program that gave higher bonds to more 
serious offenders before retiring a second time 
in 1982. 

These days, Retired Detective Sergeant 
Schump enjoys spending time with his wife of 
70 years and keeping up with his children and 
grandchildren. And thanks to the officer that 
showed up at his door one summer night look-
ing for a burglar, he also enjoyed his visit to see 
the latest and greatest KCPD has to offer. 

Officer Terry Owens, left, met retired Det. Sgt. Frank 
Schump, center, during a burglary canvass and with Res. 
Sgt. Mike Coughlin, right, learned Schump was the long-
est-retired KCPD officer alive today. 

Undated KCPD 
personnel photo 
of Frank Schump 
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