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Special horse retires from Mounted Patrol 

On August 28, employees 
of the Kansas City Missouri 
Police Department will be able 
to do something they have been 
prohibited from for 74 years: 
have a voice in politics. 

After nearly a decade of 
attempts, the Missouri Legisla-
ture almost unanimously passed 
Senate Bill 216 this past ses-
sion. Governor Jay Nixon 
signed it into law in June, and it 
goes into effect August 28. 

The bill states, “No politi-
cal subdivision of this state shall prohibit any first responder … from engaging in any political activity while 
off duty and not in uniform, being a candidate for elected or appointed public office, or holding such office 
unless such political activity or candidacy is otherwise prohibited by state or federal law.” 

“You shouldn’t have to give up your First Amendment rights to be a police officer,” said State Senator 
Ryan Silvey, a Republican who authored the bill and helped bring it to a vote. 

As long as they are off duty and out of uniform, police department employees will be able to openly sup-
port or oppose candidates for election by displaying signs at their homes or bumper stickers on their cars, 
Senator Silvey said. They can donate to political campaigns, serve on political committees and advocate for 
political causes. They also will be able to sign petitions and run for office in positions that would not be con-
nected to their employment on the police department (for example, a police officer could run for a seat on the 
school board but not on the City Council). 

The political activity restriction on police has been in place since the fall of the Tom Pendergast political 
machine that ruled Kansas City in the 1920s and 
1930s. During that time, Pendergast awarded police Continued on p. 4 

Political activity restriction lifted 
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     One of KCPD’s 
most beloved Mounted 
Patrol horses retired 
with a special ceremony 
Aug. 7. 
     Sergeant Major has 
worked at the depart-
ment for more than six 
years and is the longest-
serving horse to retire. 
His was just the second 
formal horse retirement 
ceremony KCPD has 
conducted. The first 
was in 2008. 
     “We save them for 
the really special ones,” 
Officer Chad Fenwick 
said. 
     Sergeant Major is retiring because of a duty-related 

injury. On July 23, 
2011, Sergeant Major 
helped conduct a car 
check on armed sus-
pects in the Westport 
entertainment district. 
Mounted Patrol offi-
cers took four people 
into custody and re-
covered four illegal 
guns in that incident.  
     “He’s so brave,” 
Officer Fenwick said. 
“He’s not afraid of 
anything, and that’s 

really rare for a horse.” 
     But during the inci-
dent, Sergeant Major 

stepped off a curb in such a way that he tore tendons 

Continued on p. 2 

Mounted Patrol Sergeant Joey Roberts and P.O. Chad 
Fenwick presented Sergeant Major with a  
retirement plaque featuring his badge and shoe. 

Beginning August 28, Police employees can: 
 Put political signs in their yard 
 Put political bumper stickers on their vehicles 
 Sign petitions 
 Donate to campaigns 
 Run for and hold public office not connected to 

their employment (such as a school board seat) 
 Serve on political committees 
All political activity must take place while employees 
are off-duty and out of uniform. 
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 News in Brief 

Officer Diane Engebretson of the North 
Patrol Division passed away from 
breast cancer on Sept. 21, 2011. On 
July 26, her coworkers, friends and 
family dedicated a bench to her on the 
Trail of Heroes. Below is Diane Enge-
bretson's dog Logan. He now lives with 
Deputy Chief Cheryl Rose’s mother.  

Diane Engebretson Bench Dedication 
and ligaments in his ankle. Veterinarians tried chemically fusing the 
bone, but it ultimately just bought him a little more time. After treatment 
and rest, Sergeant Major returned to duty, but the injury continued to 
plague him. Although the horse continually pushed himself to his limits, 
officers and the department veterinarian decided it was time for him to 
retire. He came off the streets in May. 
     The 17-year-old quarter horse will return to the woman who donated 
him, Susan Davis of Cameron, Mo. He is well enough to enjoy the pas-
ture life but can no longer keep up with the rigors of patrol work.  
     “He’s good enough to have grandkids on his back,” Officer Clark 
Collings said. 
     Officers said they will miss Sergeant Major greatly. 
     “If we had room, all of us would take him,” Officer Collings said. 
     Sergeant Major has been the horse on which all Mounted Patrol offi-
cers have trained since 2007. They said the horse made them earn the 
privilege of riding him. 
     “He taught us all how to be police officers on a horse,” Officer Fen-
wick said. “Everybody loves him.” 
     Sergeant Major also has been the primary horse used in the Mounted 
Patrol’s youth riding program. This program teaches urban-core chil-
dren riding and horsemanship. Youth riding participants were at Ser-
geant Major’s retirement ceremony. 
     Darius Phillips, 10, has ridden Sergeant Major in the program. 
     “He was fast for me and taking care of me when I was riding him,” 
Darius said. 
     Sergeant Major has earned some notoriety in other ways, as well. He 
was the first to take advantage of a 2010 city ordinance that made it a 
crime to assault police animals. An 18-year-old punched the horse in the 
face while he was trying to break up a large fight in a Ruskin park. The 
teen received a $2,500 fine and two years of probation. 
     The horse is the second one on the Mounted Patrol to be retired be-
cause of a line-of-duty injury.  

RETIREMENT, CONT. FROM P. 1 

Off the Clock: 100 miles, 24 hours on horseback 
Inventory Specialist Wendy Minnick of the Property and Evidence Section, and her equine partner, Grey, recently participated in 

the toughest 100-mile ride in the world.  The July 20, 2013, Tevis Cup Ride began in Lake Tahoe, Nev., with the finish line in Au-
burn, Calif. 

Riders must complete the course in 24 hours, starting at 5:15 one morning until 5:15 a.m. the next day.  They must remain in con-
stant motion to stay on schedule, allowing for two vet holds to check the condi-
tion of the horses. 

 This was Minnick’s first time to ride this event, but she plans to do it again in 
2015 with her own horse Dusty, when he will be 9 years old. Grey is a friend’s 
horse. Although in the feather-weight class for this event, don’t dare call her a 
lightweight. It took two years of training with Grey for this year’s ride. 

Riders and their horses go single file at the beginning of the trail and cannot 
pass due to treacherous terrain, which at times includes a rock wall on one side 
and a deadly drop on the other.  It took 15 miles before her 3-person team was 
able to get around the others. They also experienced varying temperatures 
throughout; from 70 degrees at the start, to 120 degrees in the valley where they 
were able to sponge down the horses in a stream.   

“There was even a part of the ride where there were snow drifts,” Minnick 
said. 

 Cougar Rock was the most exciting spot for Minnick.  Participants are given the choice to go around it, or straight up the face of 
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Officially Speaking… 
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Major Ron Fletcher 
 

Certificate of Commendation 
Officer Matthew Phelps  
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 DEU Administrative Enforcement Section 
 DEU Financial Investigation Squad 
 DEU Metro Meth Squad 
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 SCU Tactical Enforcement Squad 1920 
 SCU Undercover Squad 
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 Officer Michael Lenoir 
 Major Roger Lewis 
 Sergeant Joel Lovelady 
 Major Dianne Mozzicato 
 Sergeant Matthew Payne 
 Officer Jason Quint 
 Sergeant Ward Smith 
 Major Wayne Stewart 
 Captain Eric Winebrenner 
 

Retirements 
Supervisor Barbara Stuart 
 

Obituaries 
Forensic Specialist II Ying-An Michael 

Chou 

the rock.  Of course, she wanted to do the latter.  “It’s the challenge,” she said.  
“It’s the ultimate high…either I go up…or I’m gonna’ die.” 
     Dying was a possibility for the teammate coming up behind her.  That 
horse saw Minnick and Grey head up the face of Cougar Rock and wanted no 
part of it. Hearing her teammate scream, Minnick hesitated long enough to see 
the horse was brought under control, and then completed her upward climb 
toward the spotter. It is such a remote area that the spotter and photographer 
had to hike 4 miles to reach it. 
     Although Minnick and Grey gave it their all, they were only allowed to 
complete 55 miles of the event due to Grey’s bruised toes. Out of 167 entries, 
only 75 finished.  Finishers received a Tevis Cup Western State Trail belt 
buckle as their prize along with an amazing experience. 

“My goal was to finish and see certain things…not to conquer it, but become a part of it,” Minnick said. 

100 MILE RIDE, CONT. FROM P. 2 



Kansas City Missouri Police Department 
1125 Locust 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

jobs to Democrat Party loyalists and used the police to intimidate voters. 
“The restrictions were based on antiquated laws from 1939,” said Ser-

geant Brad Lemon, Executive Vice President of Fraternal Order of Police 
Lodge 99. 

Lemon said the FOP has lobbied to have the restrictions removed for the 
last eight years. KCPD members have exhibited no corrupt political behavior 
since the end of the Pendergast era, Lemon said. 

Silvey and Lemon said several factors played into the law finally getting 
passed. As recently as 2007, the Kansas City Board of Police Commissioners 
passed a resolution re-iterating their support for keeping the political activity 
restrictions in place. But right after last year’s legislative session ended on 
May 22, 2012, the Board issued a new resolution rescinding the 2007 one, 
saying it was no longer an accurate reflection of the Board’s position on de-
partment members’ political activity. Lemon said the new resolution paved 
the way for the bill’s passage this year. Silvey also said the bill had been 
blocked in previous years by legislators who no longer are in office. 

The bill received overwhelming support. The Senate approved it by a 
vote of 146 to 2, and the House by a vote of 152 to 1. 

Kansas City Police and the St. Louis Fire Department were the last two 
public safety agencies in the state prohibited from participating in political 
activity. In the 1995 case of Goodman vs. City of Kansas City, City employ-
ees sued because of very similar restrictions. The federal court agreed with 
the employees and said the restrictions violated their First Amendment rights. 
Until now, however, the restrictions have remained in place for KCPD staff. 

“We shouldn’t have to argue over which constitutional amendments ap-
ply to police officers and which don’t,” Silvey said. 

 

Over the past few months, the Media 
Unit requested all Monthly Informant 
recipients to decide which method of 
delivery was preferred due to new U.S. 
Postal Service regulations. The cut-off 
date was August 1. The U.S. Mail and e
-mail distribution lists are currently be-
ing updated with these changes. 
 
Please be patient during this transition 
period and be aware that although you 
may have opted out or requested the e-
mail version, you may still receive the 
hard copy one more time. Those who 
did not respond will discontinue receiv-
ing the Monthly Informant altogether.  
Thank you for your responses and your 
patience during this time. 

Monthly Informant  

Distribution Update 
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