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KCPD to get out of the jail business

“We now are closer than ever

before to imprOVing the

environment for our detainees.”

- Darryl Forté
Chief of Police

D.A.R.E. Officer Salatha McKeithen’s department vehicle, a Ford Mustang,
now features a lightning-streaked D.A.R.E. logo, an American flag and the
Kansas City skyline. Officer McKeithen and Fleet Operations Technician Mark
Crawford worked with a vendor to design the look. The design is a wrap, not
paint. Fleet Commander Captain Don Sight said D.A.R.E. cars are meant to
be appealing to young people. At left, Officer McKeithen showed off the car
outside one of the schools she serves, Hartman Elementary School.
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&."' ’ﬁg PoIarF!ungers
Dipping.for a Decade

Polar Plungers have been Dipping for a
Decade. This year marked the 10-year
anniversary of the Special Olympics Missouri
(SOMO) Kansas City Polar Plunge event at
Longview Lake. Sergeant Cindy Cotterman,
Professional Development and Research
Division, has taken the plunge every year,
but she and daughter Mallory stepped it up a
notch by participating as Super Plungers on
January 25. They plunged 24 times in 24
hours, raising $5,000. The team of 12 Super
Plungers collectively raised $111,000. The
Kansas City Missouri Police Department was
named as the top law enforcement agency,
bringing in $26,687. More than 1,100 partici-
pants raised nearly $294,000, which will be
used to support local Special Olympics
athletes.

Several KCPD fnembers braved the chllly
waters for Special Olympics on Jan. 25.

Sergeant Cindy Cotterman, center, dipped 24
times in 24 hours as a Super Plunger.
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KCPD Ioses dlspatcher

Robert (Rob) Matthew

Dominick, a nine-year dispatcher,
unexpectedly passed away Jan. 2,
2014. He was 41 years old.

“I knew Rob was a wonderful
person, but sometimes not realiz-
ing how much, until he was
gone,” said his long-time friend,
Administrative Assistant Michelle
Stirnaman, who worked with him
as a dispatcher for many years.

Just before his death, what
Rob thought was a cold turned
into the flu. That led to pneumo-
nia, which caused respiratory dis-
tress and stopped Rob’s heart the
day after the New Year’s holiday.

Rob came to the Police De-
partment after working for 10
years at Zeke’s Paint and Design.

" He was a manager and had little other opportunity for promotion, so he

wanted to do something else.

“Rob loved to help people,” said Martha Dominick, Rob’s mother. “So
he applied to work for the Police Department’s Communications Unit.”

Stirnaman said Rob was a great dispatcher.

“You could never tell if Rob was mad or frustrated on air,” she said. “He
was good at what he did.”

Rob served in the Communications Unit, Watch III, for his entire career
until transferring to Watch II in April 2013. Martha Dominick said her son
was excited to get on the day shift so he could lead a “normal life”” and be
social.

“He was such a big part of our lives,” Martha said. “He would come by
and check on us almost every day before he went to work.”

Rob loved spending time with family and planning game nights playing
his favorites, Trivial Pursuit and Scene It. His eight nieces and nephews
loved coming to Rob while playing because they knew he had all the an-
swers, Martha said.

Rob had three older siblings: Michelle Heller, Charlie Dominick and
Brian Dominick. Rob was the baby, with nine years between him and Brian.

Rob was described as witty, smart, funny, a music lover, a drummer, and
someone who could tell you anything and everything about any movie. He
also was a huge fan of the Royals and Chiefs.

If not with family, Rob was spending his time doing what he loved sec-
ond, going to the Lake of the Ozarks to fish.

“Family was number one to Rob,” Martha said. “But he dreamed of hav-
ing a house on the lake someday.”

Martha said he had a lot of good friends on the department and couldn’t
have asked for better.

“They have all been so supportive through all of this,” she added.

“Everyone who knew Rob had a different memory of him,” Stirnaman
said. “He left his thumb print on each and every one of us.”
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